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Ferdinand Sperl

1918-2006
The International Life of a Swiss Hotelkeeper
Marianne Burkhard OSB

Among the papers of Ferdinand Sperl there is a
small black book in which he chronicled the stages of
his life from his childhood to the 1960s. This
chronicle is very interesting as it shows first, how the
son of a hotelier was thoroughly prepared for
following in his family's footsteps as a fourth
generation hotelier, and second, how his arrival in the
United States in 1939 and the Second World War led
him to an unexpected career in military intelligence
after which he returned to his career as hotelier.
What is striking in the biography is its Ferdinand Sperl as a
international scope. Ferdinand's grandfather had young man
owned a hotel in Czechoslovakia, and his father was
the owner of a very renowned hotel in the Swiss capital of Berne and he
saw to it that his son had an excellent education, first in the humanities for
5 years, then in a commercial school which as ecole superieure was on the
same academic level as the gymnasium which prepares students for entering
universities in Europe.
Traveling was also a facet in Ferdinand's education, and after WWII he
traveled every year to near and far destinations despite being fully involved
in managing and continuously upgrading the Hotel Pere Marquette in Peoria
and being involved in various associations. Ferdinand Sperl retired from the
Hotel Pere Marquette in 1978 and then began a new career as real estate
broker from his home. He also chronicled his experiences in the US military
for his military colleagues in an unpublished typescript of about 400 pages
from which his widow allowed us to copy a few selections.
Throughout his life Ferdinand Sperl remained at heart a Swiss using his
Bernese dialect with the Swiss in Peoria and returning again and again to
the land of his roots until a few years before his death. Yet he always was
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also a citizen of the world, being conversant in several languages - German,
French, Italian, English -, interested in politics and finances, reading The
New York Times every morning and only stopping to learn new things in the
last few years of his life.

Biography
Franz Peter Ferdinand Sperl was born on June 6, 1918 in the Hotel
Bristol in Bern which was owned by his father Johann Baptist Sperl
(1874-February 1969) who was a citizen of Bolligen, Canton Bern. His
mother, Martha Barbara Helfer (1882-June 1969), came from Murten. The
couple also had a daughter Gertrude (born 1909).
Since Ferdinand's parents were busy with the management of the hotel,
Ferdinand had a nanny, Rosa Schumacher, from birth until he was 12 in
1930. Born in the year of the terrible influenza epidemic, he almost died as
an infant in 1919. From 1924-1928 he attended kindergarten and the first
four grades in a private school in Bern. As was the custom in the Canton of
Bern, he entered a public gymnasium in fifth grade in 1929; this was also
the year when his parents retired and moved to a suburb of Bern. Ferdinand
began taking piano lessons in second grade, in 1929 he also became a boy
scout. In 4 th grade children in the Canton of Berne began to study French,
in 7 th grade they began to study English. Ferdinand excelled in mathematics,
and in 1932 he won a medal in a skiing competition with the boy scouts.
His father, who had been born in a small town in Bohemia, Bischof
Teinitz, took his son on a trip to Regensburg, Pilsen, Bischof Teinitz,
Munich, the Chiemsee and the castles of Ludwig II of Bavaria. In the spring
of 1933 Ferdinand graduated from the Progymnasium and entered the
Gymnasium. This was followed by a trip to Ttibingen, Stuttgart and
Karlsruhe in Germany, the Vosges mountains and Alsace in France.
Early Training
In 1934 he left the Gymnasium in Bern after one year and transferred
to the Ecole Superieure de Commerce in French-speaking Neuchatel.
Apparently he was a bright student because he was able to do a whole year
during the spring and summer of 1934, so he entered the third year in the
fall of 1934. In his fourth year he worked on a competitive dissertation on
the topic of the Hotel Industry in Switzerland for which he won a first prize
at his graduation in June 1936. At the same time he also took first prize in
rowing in a crew of eight. His parents also took him on a trip to Belgium
and the World Fair in Brussels.
Although his father had been a hotel owner, his son had to learn all the
different tasks of hotel work from the bottom up. In 1936/37 he first was a
cooking apprentice and a cook at the Bellevue Palace Hotel in Bern where
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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he was part of the crew that served Queen Wilhelmina of Holland, the Duke
of Windsor and King Farouk of Egypt. In the summer of 1937 he began the
military training which is obligatory for every able-bodied Swiss man; he
was stationed with the Anti-Tank Artillery unit in Thun (BE) but became
ill and was given leave. In the fall his father took him to Paris and then to
London where he started to work as a waiter at the Hotel Royale which was
part of Imperial Hotels Ltd. In 1938 he transferred to the Hotel Imperial as
room clerk, then to the Dorchester Hotel where he first worked as waiter in
the Grill Room, then became the comptroller. During his time in London he
also took trips to Liverpool, Brighton and some other British cities. In the
fall of 1938 he returned to Switzerland through Holland, Amsterdam and
Frankfurt, Germany.
After only ten days at home he went to Genoa, Italy to work as room
clerk at the Hotel Colombia, a hotel which was part of the Italian Company
of Grand Hotels, CIGA. In 1939 he transferred to Venice working in the
front office of the Reale Danieli Hotel and at the Hotel Excelsior at the Lido
(the beach island of Venice). In August he was recalled for his military
service in Switzerland where he finished his basic training in October. Then
he received leave to go to the United States as an exchange student in a
program of Cornell University's Hotel School.
After having visited a friend in Genoa, he embarked on an Italian ship
for his trip via Naples to New York. He did some sightseeing in New York,
then visited the family of a professor at Cornell University whose son was
to be an exchange student in the same program in Switzerland, and by
Christmas he was in Chicago where he began to work as mail clerk at the
Hotel Stevens (later the Conrad Hilton), 'the World's Largest Hotel.' In
early spring of 1940 he was promoted to the Catering Office. In the summer
he took a trip to Niagara Falls, New York and Atlantic City. He also met
Miriam Eliezer who was to become his wife. In 1941 he bought a small,
three-year old 6-cylinder Ford for $ 225.00; he also took out papers to
become a citizen.
A New life in the US Military
Sperl was drafted and told that he was to report to Camp Grant in
Rockford, Illinois, on Monday, December 8, 1941 ! In January 1942 he was
sent to Ft. Monmouth in New Jersey where the signal intelligence was
located. Because of his linguistic abilities and especially because of his
knowledge of Italian, he was trained as a cryptanalyst. He married Miriam
on a furlough weekend in New York in February 1942.
Twice he was sent to Officer School and twice he was removed because
he was not a citizen, but eventually became an American citizen in June. In
the summer he was promoted to corporal, then completed Officer School at
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/10
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Camp Davis in North Carolina and graduated as 2 nd Lieutenant on
Christmas Day when he was already the father of a daughter born in
November.
In 1943 he had to report to Ft. Eustis in Virginia, then was an
Intelligence Officer of an Automatic Weapons Anti-Aircraft Battalion in Ft.
Sheridan near Chicago. He also was given intelligence training at Camp
Ritchie in the Maryland Blue Ridge Mountains, became an assistant
instructor and was promoted to 1st Lieutenant before being sent to Great
Britain in September 1943.

Wartime Service in England and Europe
In Britain he was assigned to the Combined Services Detailed Strategic
Intelligence Center (CSDIC) and the General Officers Prisoners Camp near
London. In 1944 he was moved to the Broadway Intelligence Staging
Center in Cotswold and promoted to commanding Officer of Interrogation
of Prisoners and assigned to HQ XII US Army Corps. He landed in
Normandy in late June 1944. Assigned to the 2 nd Cavalry division he helped
liberate Orleans, Montargis and Nancy, was promoted to Captain and given
a Bronze Star. His unit was beaten near Luneville by the 11th German
Panzer Division Offensive in the Saar region. At Christmas he experienced
the Battle of the Bulge. In October he had managed to meet his parents at
the Swiss border near the Doubs river.
In 1945 he conducted several secret missions connected with river
crossings with the 2nd Cavalry Division; they moved through Trier and
Coblenz to Frankfurt, then to Bayreuth and into the area of Pilsen in
Czechoslovakia. Stationed back in Germany, he rescued the Lipizzan horses
from the famous Hofreitschule in Vienna that had been evacuated to near
Bischof Teinitz from the advancing Russian troops and visited the graves
of his grandparents who are buried in BischofTeinitz (today Horsovy Tyn).
After May 1945 he helped organize the Intelligence Combined
Operation Center, discharged 50,000 German soldiers of the 11th Panzer
Corps, met a Russian tank division in Czechoslovakia, and in Regensburg
he was involved in organizing the XII Corps Intelligence Center and was
promoted to assistant G-2 Staff officer of XII Corps. He was able to take
two short trips to Switzerland to visit family and friends, and in December
returned to the United States.
In 1946 he was discharged with the rank of Major. Then he accepted an
offer as General Manager of the Aspen Company in Colorado. He managed
an old hotel, three apartment buildings, 18 residences, a silver mine, an old
race track etc.; he also built a ski lift. Because of difficulties with the board
he was forced to resign in December, but was given three months additional
pay.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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A Hotel Career in the American Midwest
In late November Sperl took over the management of the Hotel
Lafayette in Rockford , Illinois , where he was able to increase the business
in 1947 and joined the Boss Hotels company of Des Moines , Iowa. A
second daughter was born, and he finished a textbook on "Military
Intelligence Interrogation Methods, Techniques and Procedures" which was
"accepted for confidential distribution." In 1948 he was called back to
active duty in the Pentagon for a course in strategic intelligence and was
also appointed Officer in Charge of Intelligence survey by 5th Army for
Northern Illinois. He served for 4 ½ years in the Strategic Officers Reserve
Corps.
In 1949 Ferdinand's father visited his son and his family in the US, and
Ferdinand made a first investment in the Boss Hotels. In 1950 he took a
leave of absence to spend three months in Europe. He says that he made
"false starts " in hotels in Bloomington , Illinois , and Racine, Wisconsin,
until he had a "big break" and was able to lease the Hotel Pere Marquette
in Peoria in 1951. Though he had to liquidate all his assets , he made a
number of changes at the hotel, reduced the payroll and made a profit
despite unionization by 11 different locals.
In 1952 he began "in earnest" to collect cookbooks and menus. In 1953
he was elected to the Board of Directors of the Illinois Hotel Association.
In the following years he became involved in other hotels in the area, e.g.
in Decatur and Rockford , again and again expanded and modernized the
Pere Marquette and took various trips in the States , including a car trip to
Alaska with two other families , and to Europe, on to Hawaii , the Philippines
and Hong Kong, to Puerto Rico, and Mexico. He had two daughters with
his first wife, and another one with his second wife. From 1967 to 1970 he
was the executive vice president of the Boss Hotel Chain in Des Moines.
Back in Peoria he became President of the Peoria Hotel Company and
managed the Pere Marquette again until retiring in 1978. Then he joined the
Shearson Lehman Brokerage firm as vice president until retiring for the
second time in 1987.
Some Personal Reminiscences of Sperl's Work in Peoria, Illinois
Fred Novotny, a Vienna born hotel and restaurant man, worked with
Ferdinand Sperl from 1956 to 1970 as his manager and later his partner. He
described Sperl as a very interesting, hard-working man who had worked
in many great hotels around the world. He was the premier hotel man in
Peoria for three decades. He led the Hotel Pere Marquette, added a 1000
seat ballroom and remodeled the entire hotel. Many well-known guests
lodged in his special suites such as President Eisenhower, President Nixon,
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Henry Kissinger and President Reagan. He also built the new Voyager Inn,
Peoria's first motor hotel (today's Holiday Inn City Center).
One of Sperl' s great achievements was his creation of the QM Club
(from Latin Quando manducamus = when we eat). This club offered about
4 large banquets per year which became well known and were attended by
many people from Chicago and other cities as well as by hotel managers
from far away who came to experience these events. Sperl's widow still has
many of the special recipes served at the banquets; they show how
meticulously Sperl arranged everything.
Sperl and Novotny would over time change the "landscape of eating "
in Peoria where only chicken, catfish, shrimp and steak had been available.
They brought chefs from Europe to Peoria and started cooking 'real menus. '
At that time, Peoria had about 50 restaurants, 5 of which were in private
hands; today there are 500, but only 3 are in private hands, the others are all
part of large chains.
Sperl gave 100% of his energy to his work; he lived in the hotel, and so
would very often call Novotny at 9 on a Sunday morning, asking him to
come over for a little bit, but then the two would end up working most of
Sunday. He was involved in all the details of his various building projects
at the Pere Marquette and the Voyager Inn, planning all the details with the
architects. Everything had to be "100% or better." He was very strict in
what he expected from his staff. For many it was at first difficult to
understand why a fork had to be on the left or the right or why they had to
come to work with polished shoes. Yet they all learned very much from
him; he was a good teacher. And it was good to work with him when you
took your work seriously.
He was a hotel keeper and owner in
the best old tradition: he was most
hospitable, loved to talk to customers, he
knew what customers wanted and what
they should get. He always took their
concerns and complaints seriously and
could not understand why some hotel
managers did not want to talk to
customers when they had complaints.
Sperl and Novotny played a lot of
squash to stay fit for their hard work.
When they both retired, they became very
close friends. As a business leader in
Peoria for many years Ferdinand Sperl
was highly respected in the Peoria
Ferdinand Sperl 1918-2006
community as well as by his guests.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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Excerpts from Sperl's Memoirs
In the following pages we are printing some excerpts from Sperl' s memoirs
of his time in the American military. In his text Sperl often switches back
and forth between using the pronouns Uwe and he.
In the USA
During the Second World War, Sperl's native country Switzerland was
surrounded and stood isolated. Wanting to get married, he was hoping to
advance in his profession in the United States and find a more responsible
job. This proved to be difficult because a wave of patriotism throughout the
USA did not favor foreigners.
Thus it came about that he took out his 'first papers,' preliminary to his
becoming a citizen a few years later. Imagine his surprise when just three
weeks thereafter he received a form letter through the mail telling him that
he had become eligible for the draft and that his number had been drawn for
induction into the US Army. Draftees had to do military service for just one
year and he was to report on a Wednesday.
At War!
The Sunday before that Wednesday he had been visiting with Miriam in the
apartment of her parents and they were talking about getting married
quickly before Fred was to leave for the Army. Since there was a three-day
waiting period with blood tests required in Illinois, we called the
information service of the Chicago Tribune to find out whether this
requirement was also the law in the adjoining states of Wisconsin and
Indiana. Usually, the information service at the Tribune answered promptly.
This time, the ringing on the switchboard seemed endless.
Finally, the operator's voice cut in, "Please hold on. I'll be with you in
a moment." Again there was a long waiting period. All of a sudden, a click
signaled that the connection had been made, but it was a cross connection.
A strange voice asked the operator, "Is it true that the Japanese have
attacked Pearl Harbor?" "Yes," the operator answered, "we don't have
details but it is true. We seem to be at war with the Japanese."
This ended our thoughts of getting married before being inducted into
the Army. On Wednesday, I reported to the draft board center in downtown
Chicago and there followed two days of thorough medical examinations.
We were sworn in the following Friday. Our group of about two hundred
men was marched to the LaSalle Street Station to board coaches attached
to the Rock Island train to Rockford, Illinois.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/10
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In the Army
It took almost four hours to cover the 85 miles. The railroads had not
yet learned to give priority to the military and we were shunted from side
to side. Finally we arrived in Rockford and were pulled on a spur directly
into Camp Grant on the outskirts of that city. It was close to 10:30 p.m. and
pitch dark. A light snow was now falling.
We had to form ranks and for the first time we faced a top sergeant who
called the roll. He was quite patient but admonished us that his attitude
would change considerably when the sun went up the next morning. We
were then marched to the barracks. I could not believe my eyes remembering my days as a soldier in Switzerland where we were issued sheets,
pillows and pillowcases. Not even the US Army had yet switched from
peacetime to a wartime footing.
From there we marched into the mess hall for dinner, our first in the
United States Army. It consisted of tomato soup, grilled butt steak , hash
browns, peas, slaw and strawberry ice cream. It was excellent except for the
coffee which was weak. At first, I believed I was in the officers' mess. It
was hard to comprehend that the United States of America was so
incredibly rich that it served even to draftee recruits sticks of butter and
white rolls for a late supper at 11:30 p.m. The next day we found out that
we were really in the Army for good.
Signal Intelligence
I stayed an unusually long time at the induction center at Camp Grant
because of a very intensive and thorough security clearance that was
conducted concerning my two years in the United States and background
in Switzerland. I was to be assigned to an Intelligence branch of the US
Army. Finally, some time during the second part of January, I was sent to
Fort Monmouth, NJ, the training center of the US Army Signal Corps.
The Signal Corps is in charge of all communications of the US Army
such as telephone, telegraph, radio transmissions, codes, ciphers and
everything of such nature. It also includes the Intelligence phase of
communications. Only the Signal Corps and the Ordnance having to do
with the procurement, manufacture etc., of all types of weapons have
separate intelligence branches. All other Army branches use intelligence
specialists from the Military Intelligence Corps and train their own S-2 and
G-2 Intelligence Sections within their units.
Fort Monmouth
Fort Monmouth was a peacetime, permanent US Army post. In part of
the camp were beautifully manicured grounds, brick buildings for both the
enlisted men's barracks and the officers' quarters, and the housing for
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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bachelor officers, mess halls, school rooms, warehouses, PX, movie houses,
etc. A year before the camp had been greatly expanded with wooden
barracks to accommodate the draftees and National Guard who were going
to serve for one year as was the plan before Pearl Harbor.
A small top-secret compound at Fort Monmouth was referred to only
as Building 308. The several structures that were part of this complex
looked like any other barracks housing for enlisted men or like classrooms.
They were frame constructions, two stories high, but were completely
enclosed by a high barbed wire fence and were continuously patrolled. In
this compound was a section of the Second US Signal Battalion whose
headquarters had always been in Washington, DS, at Fort Myers. The
Second US Army Signal Battalion was the intelligence branch of the Signal
Corps.

Officer Candidate
In May 1942, I entered the school for officer candidates at Fort
Monmouth. After ten days I was called to the Commanding Officer and
informed that although my grades were good, they had overlooked that I
was not yet a citizen and therefore not eligible to become an officer. Back
to the ranks I went. Yet just two weeks later, Congress passed a law that
anyone in the Armed Services could become a citizen after three months.
I was sworn in as an American citizen with a group of other soldiers by the
Superior Court of New Jersey at retreat in Monmouth on June 9, 1942.
The Camp Commander, Major General van Dusen, made a very
patriotic speech on that occasion. He proclaimed his admiration for us who
were willing to draw our swords for our adopted country even before we
had become citizens. Further, he offered to help any of us if we ever
required it.
Two weeks later, I was back in Officers' School. Another two weeks
and I was again informed that since I had not yet been a citizen for the
required five years, I could not become an officer in the Signal Corps,
Ordnance, or the US Air Corps. I went directly to General van Dusen and
obtained an audience. After checking the facts with the school commander
and being reminded of his offer to help, he packed me into the general's car
and sent me to Camp Davis, NC, where I attended the Officers' School in
the Coast Artillery and was made a second lieutenant by an Act of Congress
the day before Christmas 1942.
After being assigned for three months to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, during
which time Miriam, daughter Cathy and I lived in nearby Winnetka, I was
suddenly transferred to the Combat Intelligence Camp Ritchie in the Blue
Ridge Mountains of Maryland.
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From Sperl's Time in England
Bond Street Auction
When an intelligence officer conducted a strategic interrogation, it
meant working 14 to 16 hours each day, seven days a week. Each officer
handled one to three cases concurrently, a major case and possibly one or
two less interesting or demanding ones.
When a case was completed and when we prepared for the next one, we
were able to take a day off. It was on such an occasion that my room mate,
Captain A. B. of the Royal Intelligence Corps, and I went into London one
day. He wanted to show me some of the prestigious art and auction houses
that are located on Bond Street in the West End.
It was in the early afternoon when we entered the third of such firms
and inspected the items which were exhibited and were to be auctioned later
that afternoon. A.B. was artistic in everything that he did. He was an
authority on antiques, paintings, and furniture. Most of these items were of
no interest to me because they were either too expensive or would have
been impossible to ship back to the United States during the war.
An exhibit in a glass case attracted our attention, however. The catalog
stated that it was a prayer book from the early 12th century with illuminated
script written by a monk in a British monastery. The prayer book had been
the property of a ducal family residing in London and was part of their
collection of antiques. Their manor had suffered a direct hit during the Blitz
and was completely destroyed. An art dealer bought the right to sift through
the rubble and to keep whatever he might find.
Thus, he found the prayer book. Originally it consisted of about 86
pages, but only 37 remained intact. The others were burned, tom or
completely defaced. These 37 pages were on exhibit and were exceedingly
beautiful although singed at the edges - their size approximately 3 1/4 x 5"
- on tissue-thin vellum. The writing in black India ink was exquisite and the
capital letters were all in illuminated script with additional illumination in
both left and right margins. The colors in red, blue and gold dust looked as
good as if they had just been painted, even after better than eight centuries.
I asked A.B. how much these pages might bring at auction. He replied
that it all depended on who else eight be interested in bidding on their
purchase. If the bidding became lively, the price might go to five or ten
guineas a page or more. If not, the pages might sell much cheaper. A.B.
further counseled that we should stay around in any case to see who else
might be interested and be attracted to this item.
During the next 45 minutes until the auction started, only one man came
to take a close look and make some notes. He appeared to be a business
man, dressed neatly, but obviously not very affluent. I approached him
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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before he left the showcase. After introducing myself, I said that I was an
American officer and wanted to send a present to my bride back in the
United States. The prayer book pages were of interest to me. However, I
wanted to buy only seven of the thirty seven pages. I went on to say that I
assumed him to be a dealer who might want to bid on this item for resale.
If he would consent to sell me seven pages of the 37 on auction at his cost
if he were the high bidder, I would not bid against him and drive up the
price.
He stared at me, rather surprised at my Yankee brashness, but agreed
to the deal. During the auction that followed only one other party was
interested. My dealer purchased the 37 pages for the price of 37 guineas.
We agreed to meet in a nearby pub. A half hour later, I bought the
seven pages from him for seven guineas or the equivalent of$ 4.38 a piece.
The only extra cost to me was for two rounds of drinks which I hosted in
the pub.
Happy with my foray into the world of arts, we returned to CSDIC.
That evening I sent an airmail letter to Miriam with the seven pages
enclosed. She received them two weeks later and sent one of the pages as
a present to J. A. Jones, my good friend and former hotel manager , then
living in Chicago. The other six pages were mounted on red velvet under
glass in elegant frames by Marshall Field & Co.
The pages from the medieval past created quite a stir in the store's art
department and were exhibited in a window on State Street in Chicago. This
memento is still one of my proud possessions. In retrospect, it seems strange
that the purchase of the six pages cost me$ 26 while their framing came to
nearly $100.00. Who knows what they are worth now!

Der General Stab
In February 1944, I was called into the office of the Brigadier, the CO
of the CSDIC. He informed me that I would be transferred the next day to
another British Strategic Intelligence Operation. A.B. would accompany me
there. It was an even more secretive installation than the CSDIC and would
offer further training and experience for us.
The next morning I packed my duffle bag. We left about ten o'clock.
A. B. drove a private sedan with no markings. Few people knew about our
destination. To make certain that no one became curious and followed us,
we first went shopping in the West End of London and then had lunch. It
was somewhat of a farewell for A.B. and me.
After our celebration at the Ritz, we proceeded to our secluded
destination at the outer end of London, about 20 miles from Piccadilly
Circus. It was the top-secret Generals' Camp, referred to as the G.S.
General Stab - of General Staff.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol45/iss1/10
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Most of the German prisoners of war with the rank of general had been
captured in North Africa after the Tunisian front collapsed and Rommel had
evacuated Africa altogether. There were a total of 18 German generals at
that British camp. It was a rather lordly mansion with large surrounding
grounds. There, the POW s could walk and exercise. Also there were some
accessory buildings for stables, a garage, hothouses to raise flowers and
vegetables, a mechanic's shop, and everything that is customarily found on
a wealthy British estate.
The generals, who were assigned individual rooms in the mansion, were
permitted to each have an orderly, also a German prisoner of war who cared
for him. They had a reading room, a library, a dining room and all else for
comfortable living in the British countryside.
Bathrooms were not private to each room. There was about one
bathroom to every four sleeping rooms, but this was not unusual, even for
German Generals and particularly for those in captivity. From 6:30 a.m. to
11 p.m. they would move around freely as they pleased. After eleven they
were supposed to stay in their rooms.
Only Captain A. B. accompanied me to my assigned lodgings, which
were in a small village nearby. I stayed with a family and was given a
bicycle for transportation. I had to report in civilian clothes to a garage at
nine o'clock in the evening and there, A. B. said farewell to me. Promptly
at nine, a laundry truck appeared with other civilians, I climbed aboard and
we were driven inside the highly guarded compound of the camp. The
driver took us directly into the workshop. There we dismounted out of sight
of anyone who might observe this arrival from the windows of the manor.
Through an underground passage we reached a small, hidden stairway
that led to the fourth floor. There the electronic surveillance room was
located. The Commander of the Camp to whom I reported explained the
situation. He said the Generals' Camp was primarily used as a testing
ground for allied strategy and tactics. Here we had a number of battle-tested
field commanders of Hitler's army as well as General Staff officers. It was
an excellent cross section of traditional German officers and afforded us an
insight into their thinking and their reaction to various plans that were being
worked out for the invasion by the Allied High Command under
Eisenhower.
Thus, every general was kept under constant surveillance. There was
only one way to accomplish this. Two alter egos were assigned to each
general. In the operations room under the roof, the two intelligence officers
who 'watched' each general alternately would check on him day and night,
actually following him around by sound. This was accomplished by
plugging in and activating microphones as he walked on his route from
room to room, from bedroom to bath room etc.
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The entire compound was wired with hidden microphones. These
miniature mikes were located in bedrooms near the bed, in their bathrooms,
in corridors, reading rooms, the library, even in the kitchen. They were
planted in trees and under benches in the little park around the manor where
the generals were permitted to walk and exercise at their leisure from about
9:30 in the morning until approximately 4 p.m. when it started to get dark.
We were on duty from 9 p.m. or 9:30 for a straight 24 hours. Then we
were relieved by our opposite team members. We read on the history of our
general, his background and past assignments, and also the transcripts of his
conversations with others in the past several months. We had to memorize
the layout and structure of the building.
Surveillance was accomplished through means of a huge and
complicated switchboard. We followed or 'shadowed' our subject by sound
as he moved around. Soon we identified ourselves with our general. In a
way, we felt that we were their shadows and part of their souls.
We could recognize our men by the way they ate, the noise they made
drinking, even by the way they turned the newspaper and how they brushed
their teeth and showered. Most of us sing, hum or talk to ourselves when in
a shower. We may never be conscious of this but under controlled conditions, it is relatively easy to single out and identify someone in this setting.
Soon we learned their idiosyncracies. We knew them by the way they
got up in the morning and cleared their throats, by the way they slurped
their coffee, their laughter, and possibly even their actions in the bathroom.
Thus, we were able to not only listen, but when things became interesting,
to record everything that was said throughout the compound between these
German generals.
Many times, two generals who wanted to talk something over quite
privately and confidentially would meet somewhere in a quiet comer of the
garden, sit down on a bench, look around furtively, then empty their
thoughts and hearts to each other, believing that they were unobserved and
entirely unheard.
These cases were quite easy to follow, to record and to transcribe
afterward. Only once did we run into trouble and that was because of some
very unusual noise that sounded like thunder or railroad whistles. We
couldn't determine where it came from or what happened. It was impossible
to make repairs in the daylight to this complicated system of bugging
microphones because our presence was unknown and so we had to wait for
night time. Some of the British guards and gardeners could move about
quite freely, but they could not follow wires or check microphones.
We found that one of the microphones hidden in a tree was located a
few feet up from the ground in a hole where a branch had been sawed off.
While this was an excellent hiding place for a sensitive microphone, it was
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also a welcome home for finches who were unconcerned about wires and
other gadgets in that tree. When they started to build a nest and to peep
among themselves in their own language, the sensitive microphones picked
it up and amplified it to such an extent that these recordings proved to be
completely useless!
Making Trouble
The generals were given daily newspapers and were permitted to listen
to radio broadcasts, both British and German. They had no idea that they
were under close surveillance. There was a marked difference, nevertheless,
in how various professional generals reacted to the confinement as allied
prisoners.
Some of them were quite resigned to their fate and looked on the
continued course of the war from the perspective of being spectators. These
men felt that they had done their duty and could no longer contribute
anything to affect the outcome of the war.
Most generals were quite apolitical and not particularly enchanted by
Hitler, his ideas, and his takeover of the German General Staff. Others,
however, were quite rabid Nazis and tried to hold meetings to keep
everyone enthusiastically in line for the world-conquering dreams of the
Fuhrer. At first, things were quite peaceful and they got along well.
This did not serve our purpose. It was essential to stir up trouble. We
did this in several ways. We had noticed that the generals of Catholic faith
were much more conservative and much more objective than those who
were Protestant. We found a Protestant chaplain, a British officer from the
Intelligence Service, who spoke German fluently. He held the Protestant
services and, following our request, damned the Catholic Church quite
emphatically for interference in the course of the war through the Vatican.
These comments evoked heated discussion among the generals and
divided then into two factions - the Protestants, Nazis, or at least
sympathizers with Hitler's ideas who still hoped for a German victory,
against the more conservative Catholics whose attitudes were much more
critical. This meant private conversations between the Generals in each
other's rooms and these talks became quite interesting and valuable to us.
The Times of London Plays Games
The German generals always read The London Times. Even though its
size and scope had been curtailed during the war by various shortages of
labor and newsprint, its Sunday edition was still a voluminous one. One
section of the Sunday edition contained the Military and Naval
commentaries with explanations and interpretations of the various moves
made by both the Allies in North Africa and Sicily and the Germans in
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Russia and elsewhere, by a retired brigadier in the British Army who was
a recognized expert and had a popular weekly column in the Sunday
London Times.
Instead of the usual commentary, we faked a special edition of The
Sunday Times that was printed in only fourteen copies especially for the
Generals' Camp. This was done with the utmost precaution. In the bogus
volume, the British Brigadier supposedly discussed the various possibilities
which the Allies might take when invading the continent.
In this article, actual invasion plans were disclosed as if they were
merely a conversational possibility. The number of divisions that the Allies
intended to use in the assault was given, the actual landing beaches, the
number of tanks, and the type of landing tactics that would be followed. The
newspaper with this article was delivered to the Generals on a Sunday
morning. They congregated in the library as soon as they saw this article
and started a talkfest.
Some of the generals insisted that this might be a good approach for the
Allies to follow while others declared it to be a lot of humbug and that the
Allies would hit either in the Calais area or even further upward toward
Holland. They went into the various possibilities as to how they would react
with the troops at their disposal against such an invasion.
Note that the article also stated the approximate number of German
divisions, defending installations and units that we knew were available to
the German command in France to counter the invasion plans.
These discussions between German General Staff officers became most
interesting. They were transcribed and relayed to general Eisenhower's
headquarters. It was a type of 'war game' or map exercise, but instead of
having two teams playing the game in the roles of friendly forces and
enemy forces, this time the players had been actual German General Staff
officers who knew what they were talking about and on whom we could
rely as representing a good cross section of the Generals who would
actually oppose the allied armies when the invasion started in France.
Shortly thereafter, I was recalled, spent another two days at CSDIC and
then orders came to report for final combat training with the Combat
Intelligence Detachment of SHAEF, always referred to as 'special troops.'
After a farewell party, I left and reported to my next station in a picturesque
village, Broadway, in the hills of Cotswold, England.
Sweep through France
With all the celebrating going on [after the allies had established
themselves in France], it was not only difficult for the US Army
commanders to keep the troops together and to get ready to move on, but
it was equally frustrating for the French officials to reestablish authority to
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get the city [Orleans] going again. No one was very inclined to be serious
and attend to business.
A middle-aged Frenchman dressed in civilian pants, a faded French
officer's jacket, and kepi, had a great deal of trouble finding an American
officer willing to listen to his story. By chance, he latched on to Corporal
Harvey going down the street when he heard him speak in French to a
shopkeeper. He introduced himself as being a major in the FFI, French
Forces of the Interior, the Free French Underground. He said that he had
very important information which could help 'les Americains' a lot.
In civilian life he was the master of the railroad yard of Orleans,
handling freight trains. He had a lot of contact with the train crews that were
moving the freight trains around France, observed a lot and relayed all kinds
of information. The French railroaders were known to be very patriotic and
very anti-German.
Just that noon the French major had received news that a German
panzer division, fully equipped with tanks and plenty of ammunition and
gas, was in training on the Coted' Azur on the riviera and was heading north
to help stop the American advance. If true, this was hot news indeed. The
major went on. After the railroad leaves the coastline of the Mediterranean,
it passes through the hilly pre-Alpine countryside, the track leads through
valleys with many bridges and tunnels. For some 20 kilometers it runs
single track.
The Major wanted us to relay this information at once so that American
bombers could destroy some of the bridges or tunnels which would mean
a complete rerouting of the many trains requited to move the German
Panzer division. It would mean a delay of two or three days.
Bill Harevy listened patiently. He believed him and brought the major
to me. Although a little doubtful at first, I, too, was convinced when he
reached inside the pockets of his stained coat and pulled out crumpled
railroad maps complete with switching information, together with the latest
timetables and track information.
We jumped into our jeep with the major sitting behind us and headed
for corps headquarters. Luckily for us, Colonel John H. Claybrook, the G-s.
was just ready to go into the mess tent for supper. We waylaid him and told
him the story. He listened, asked the major a few questions with Harevy
acting as interpreter, and Colonel Claybrook had him retrace the railroad
track on a US Army map. He walked back to the radio truck. Now the
information was on its way to the Third Army and to Patton.
Upon receiving the information, the Third Army G-2 went at once to
Patton. He believed it. Within half an hour, the Tactical Air Force took off
and followed the railroad track south until they found the section with a
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single track. This being August, the days were long and it did not get dark
until after ten o'clock.
When they swooped down to do their bombing and strafing, their fire
was returned. The first of the trains carrying the German panzer division
had already reached that point. It turned out to be to our advantage! Putting
a few bridges out of order up and down the track not only delayed the
trains, but actually isolated several of them. Much of the equipment of the
Panzer division had to be abandoned.
The first intelligence coup of the IPW Team 10 had become a triumph
beyond our fondest expectations.
It was seven months later on March 12, 1945, and we were already
halfway through Germany, when Sergeant Bill Harvey was called back to
Luxembourg. At an imposing ceremony, the French government awarded
him the distinguished Croix-de-Guerre. Colonel Claybrook was made a
member of the Legion d'honneur by the grateful French. The citation of
both of them described their help to the F.F.I. major in Orleans and told the
story of the information which led to the German panzer Division's begin
stopped cold on the railroad tracks.
Twenty-four Hours SOP (Standard Operating Procedures)
After IPW team 10 joined the Second Cavalry Group in the sweep
through France, it was not long until a daily routing was established. This
combat operations routine was peculiar to the tactics and the mission
assigned to the mechanized cavalry attached to the US XII Corp of Patton's
highly mobile Third Army. It was mainly made up of armored and
mechanized units and it was constantly on the move to outmaneuver the
enemy.
The historical tactics of cavalry were always to 'hit and run,' move fast,
search out and surprise the enemy, ambush if possible, outflank him,
confuse him, then hit and withdraw. It was never a cavalry mission to stand
and fight for an extended period at a single time.
This was also true after the cavalry regiment was mechanized. It did not
have enough manpower; it could not take along enough ammunition or gas;
its armor was too light to make a long stand fighting. Its best protection was
its ability to move quickly, to get in and out in a hurry.
The mission of the Second Cavalry during WWII was to reconnoiter the
enemy and to screen the flank of our own forces. Only during the period in
Luxembourg when the group was reinforced was there a mission to hold
alone for more than a few days.
The Second Cavalry Group CP (Command Post) had an HQ company
with a few tanks and armored cars, many jeeps, a communications platoon
with mobile transmitters, and the cars and tents required for its commanding
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officer Colonel Reed, and his staff, mostly S-2 and S-3, Intelligence and
Operations officers advising Colonel Reed.
IPW 10 was attached to the Second Cavalry tdy (for temporary duty)
and worked from the base of its CP. There was a separate Rear Echelon HQ.
We seldom saw them. The Cavalry Group CP moved almost daily,
generally only once during 24 hours, occasionally twice or more a day.
While putting this story down on paper, Bill Harvey gave me a list of our
Cps from the vicinity of Ormes to Luneville: 24 major moves in 30 days
plus 16 of less than 10 kilometers!
Often the HQ Command function was carried out without making
camp, right from the vehicles parked in some grove or gully. Most
frequently, the CP moved either early in the morning or in the late afternoon
after an advance party had selected a new site with its units or with the XII
Corp HQ as well as liaison with the adjoining units, if there were any.
IPW Tea 10 had two jeeps and a quarter-ton trailer. As its CO, I rode
in one with my driver, either Stein or Harvey. The second jeep was
commanded by Master Sgt. Lipps with Sergeant Werder, or later, Sgt.
Wessely, and either Sgt. Stein or Harvey. This jeep was coupled with the
trailer. Later Harvey rode mostly with me.
The trailer held our 'business' equipment and our worldly possessions:
a blackout tent as CP and for interrogation, dining, etc., a locker with our
documents, books, typewriter, a field desk and chair, and a field cot, all
collapsible. Every item of our equipment was painted OF, meaning olive
drab, a dirty flat green - even the typewriter It was natural camouflage and
did not reflect light.
We seldom used the cot. However, other necessary items which we
carried were two Coleman gas lamps, two little Coleman stoves, one
dufflebag per man, three pup tents, sleeping bags, and some supplies such
as K- and C-rations, etc.
C-rations were all canned and had to be heated, but they could be eaten
from the cans. K-rations were small boxes, about 9" long, 5" wide and 3"
deep, in a waterproof carton. They contained concentrated food for a meal
for two. Included were cigarettes in a ten-pack, powdered coffee, chocolate,
biscuits, cheese, some meat spread, etc.
We did not like either because there were only four choices in Crations, including beef stew, something like chicken pot pie, and corned
beef. These could at least be made tastier with some 'liberated' wine and
possibly by adding some fresh vegetables, but the K-rations were hopeless.
They were good only for trading with the local population or the girls for
fresh eggs, tomatoes, sausage or to obtain some services - laundry, sewing
etc. Sometimes we confiscated the food carried by PWS - German
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sausages, smoked meat, and rye Komiss bread and gave them our K-rations
in exchange.
Our personal mess gear consisted of a mess kit, about 6"x3" and 8"
high, flat on one side and oval on the other, with a tight-fitting lid and
detachable handle for the top. The bottom was used to boil water, heat
soups and stews, and the top was used as a drinking cup.
Our rations included the first efforts of instant coffee made by Nestle,
a packet containing a bare tablespoon of coffee powder. Two of these little
coffee packets were the daily ration, pathetically short for our coffeedrinking habits. Since the drinking vessel held more than two cups, the
resulting coffee was a bland weak beverage that we tried to better with
plenty of sugar and possibly further improve it with a heavy dose of
'liberated' cognac. Nevertheless, we continually asked our loved ones back
in the States to send us jars of Nescafe. Our questionable beverage which
had been somewhat exposed to coffee was usually referred to as 'dishwater'
or 'glunk.'
The hot drink presented a continuing dilemma. If we were able to make
a hot brew of coffee or tea, using the metal mess kit and drink from it as
intended, we burned our lips at the same time. When the stuff was cold, it
was awful and not drinkable.
But there were other ways. Wine was plentiful! Wine and brandy had
to be consumed at once or hidden away. It was popular to use rubber
condrums, wash them of their medical taste and sink them into our
aluminum canteens, leaving the opening out of the bottle. Then we would
pour in the cognac or wine, close the neck of the condrum with a rubber
band, and push it all into the canteen, sopping it with water.
If there was an inspection, only the water showed and poured out. But
condrums had even better uses. They were stretched over the muzzles of the
guns on tanks, etc. They prevented dust and corrosion! Naturally, all of this
worried the medics who distributed this item to protect us from other evils.
Lets' go on. The flatware- eating utensils, knife, fork and spoon-were
not very practical as issued by the US Quartermaster. Everyone soon caught
on that the German mess gear was vastly superior. Part of their issue was a
stainless steel set of knife, fork and spoon which had the additional feature
of can opener at the end of the knife handle, and a clasp there also permitted
the three utensils to be held together firmly while stashed away in their
gear. It was a great improvement, otherwise each man found himself soon
lacking the knife, forks or spoon.
The German prisoners were therefore always thoroughly searched and
stripped of their flatware appropriated for the personal use of our soldiers
and officers. I still have my set now and use it on picnics. [Note: I used such
flatware as a girl scout in the 1950s in Switzerland, mb]
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Usually the CP move to a new location was made late in the afternoon.
It might be from three miles to 15 or 20 miles, either forward or laterally.
At first, we had trouble with the blackout tent, but soon we could put it up
even when it was pitch black during the night, and it did not take us more
than ten minutes at the most.
We always pitched our camp at a little distance from the Cavalry CP
because PW s that were brought in should not see its location. They might
escape and give it away. Yet we wanted to remain within the perimeter of
the CP Camp so that we did not have to post our own security which is
difficult with a team of only five or six men.
As soon as the camp was pitched, we ate our evening meal. We cooked
in the blackout tent. It had a double-flap entrance so that no light could
escape even when someone entered or left. Light was provided by a
Coleman gas lamp quite efficiently, and the cooking was done on two oneburner Coleman gas stoves. These appliances used the same gas as our
vehicles. We always carried two spare gas cans for each jeep, five gallons
in each.
Much of our intelligence work, the writing of reports and preparing of
map overlays had to be done at night time, so we had problems with
adequate lighting for our blackout tent. All CPs from company and troop
headhunters and higher were issued Coleman-type gas lamps. The gas tank
in the lamp had to be put under pressure with a small built-in hand pump.
A minute spray of gas then shot up through a microscopic orifice, begin
gasified in a carburetor on the way. The gas then went into a silk bag which
was lit with a match and provided an excellent lighting source provided that
it worked. If one was not careful, the silk bag carbonized and burned to
ashes. Silk bags were in short supply and if that happened, we were without
light. Candles would not do.
The Second Cavalry Corps CP had a one horsepower gasoline-driven
generator for the tent of the command post. Soon, we had a 150' extension
cord with a socket and light bulb at the other end which we hooked
surreptitiously onto the cable from the generator to Colonel Reed's tent.
Unfortunately, the generator which was referred to as the 'little puttputt' with its one-cylinder engine, made a lot of noise resembling a weak
outboard motor or small motorcycle. Even if it were persuaded to work for
a while we did not dare to use it in the vicinity of the German front line. It
was a dead give-away as to our location and would attract enemy patrols
and artillery greetings from the Nazis.
After the offensive from Luxembourg got under way and we crashed
through the Siegfried Line, we explored some German bunkers and found
a small German two-cylinder generator. We immediately dismounted and
packed it in our trailer. It ran with hardly any noise and we became the envy
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of others when we found time to set it up and get it running. As a matter of
fact, we finally had to chain it securely to the closest available tree, and
even then we discovered some of our 'friends' in the process of trying to
sneak it away for their own use.
At night, the report was typed, and before begin turned in for
distribution, it was discussed with Colonel Reed at Second Cavalry
Headquarters and with the S-2, Major Steinmetz. Corporal Harvey usually
typed the report. Some days, we issued one LR. - Interrogation Report; on
other days two or even three reports.
We made eight copies for our files, that of Second Cavalry S-2, one for
Colonel Reed, for 2nd Squadron, 42 Squadron, one for XII Corps, one for
Third Army, and a copy for our liaison to adjacent units. When in the field
on the move without time to put up tents or find shelter, Corporal Harvey
occasionally typed the report in a prone position on his belly, crawling
under our trailer to get out of the rain.
The report was a summary of all the day's information obtained from
the interrogation of PWS, their documents etc. Most important was to find
out all about the enemy units opposing us, their identification, meaning
number or name of divisions, enemy corps disposition, strength in number
of men, what type of equipment they had available, including tanks,
artillery etc., whether their ammunition and gas supplies were adequate, the
morale of the troops, what their orders were, names of commanders, and
any other observations that the prisoners had made before their capture, and
anything else.
Maps, documents, pay books, orders and other items in writing that
were found on their persons were reported. This information was doublechecked for accuracy as much as possible with information already on hand
or with statements from other prisoners and civilians, then summarized and
recapped.
This intelligence was transmitted first to our S-2 of the Second Cavalry
to Colonel Reed, and then up to higher headquarters and laterally to the
American units on our left and right side. We, in tum, received summaries
from these same sources. Very important new information, particularly the
identification of new divisions on our Front Line, was flashed to XIIth
Corps at once, also movements of larger troop bodies regardless of in which
direction they were moving. What might be unimportant to us could
possibly prove vital to other units at an adjacent sector of the Front. We
could also send up queries and requests for aerial photography etc.
Important PWS whom we believed to have more information of another and
more strategic and long-range nature, were kept apart and sent to Corps PW
Intelligence Center at once with our notations.
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Most PW s would not be kept more than a few hours with us and were
then sent toward the rear. We had no facilities and no reason to keep them,
once their usefulness to us was exhausted.
Generally we would know in advance when a group of them or even a
single PW would be brought to us because the CPs of the two Cavalry
squadrons would advise us by radio. The Cavalry Group HQ was never far
from the Front Line, at most two to five miles. We received the new PWs
within hours of their capture or surrender.
They had to have been immediately captured to be valuable.
Sometimes, the squadron Cps needed information promptly and we would
then go forward and interrogate them there on the spot and find out what the
CPs wanted. Patrols were sent out daily for the only purpose of getting
PWS for Intelligence.
Before long, we had built up a good relationship with the troops from
the Front, so they did not attempt to interrogate PWs themselves. This could
have proved disastrous for us later on. We did not care whether or not the
Gls kept their luggers (revolvers) and other souvenirs as long as they sent
us back all the documents which were most valuable for later interrogations
and verification of the information disclosed.
Early in the morning, mostly before sunrise, we would get up, wash,
cook a simple breakfast, read the information, chat with Colonel Reed and
the S-2, Major Steinmetz, help prepare the enemy portion of the situation
map, then break camp and be ready to move again at a moment's notice.
And so it went. Frequently, we interrogated en route to the next forward
command post.
The weather was quite good during our initial dash through France.
There was occasional rain, but not much. Only when we hit the Saar region
in November did it tum wet and cold.
Once we reached Germany and even in Luxembourg, we no longer used
our tents. In France, the population was friendly and we were not allowed
to requisition their homes, schools etc. for our own use. But once in
Germany, land of the enemy, this consideration was voided and we merely
told the Germans to move out with a twenty-minute notice, and made
ourselves at home.
Between the Siegfried Line and the Rhine, the population was placed
on strict curfew from nine a-clock or even seven until about six o'clock the
next morning. They had to bed down in schoolhouses and other public
buildings that had some sanitary facilities, Anyone found in the street after
curfew was considered an active enemy and fair game to be shot.
Later we had no time for this and made the people merely move into the
cellar while we took the room on the ground floor. We did not want them
above us and able to give signals through the upper windows.
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We were proud to be with the Second Cavalry, an elite professional
unit, and everyone behaved well. There was no wanton destruction of
civilian property. Some souvenirs were taken, to be sure, but there was no
willful destruction.
It was easy for IPW 10. We spoke their language and always received
the utmost cooperation form the civilians. That was not always the case
with other units.
The Germans were particularly afraid of colored troops. And there was
some reason. At that time, the Negroes were in separate units, mostly
quartermaster supply and maintenance troops. There were several instances
where a small village was surrounded by a couple of dozen Negroes. After
dark, the population was locked in the school house, a practice the Germans
were used to.
The girls between 15 and 30 years of age were then picked out and
taken to civilian's houses and raped wholesale. There were several court
martials in Germany after this, but rape was hard to prove because the
friiuleins had submitted without a fight, being too afraid to resist. US legal
standards, definitions and practices were applied.
Several times , IPW team 10 was split into two sections. Three men
were left at Cavalry HQ and the other two with a jeep were sent on a special
mission. Sometimes, half of the team was sent to another division or task
force for a few days. We were known to be versatile, thorough and good.
Since I had had special training at CDSIC in England, I was considered
sensitive to enemy capture and was not supposed to go forward beyond the
Squadron CP. But this was difficult to observe and was completely disregarded once the Siegfried Line and the boarder of German proper were
breached.
When we operated with two sections, Master Sergeant Henry Lipps was
in command of the other section. Most intelligence teams had two officers,
but Team 10 had Lieutenant Felix Arnstein only for a few weeks in
Normandy and then he received command of his own team. Trained and
experienced combat intelligence officers were in demand and not very
numerous.
In our dash through France and until we crossed the Rhine, we had a
French liaison officer with us, a Lieutenant Felix LaRue. He was treated as
the second officer of our team and acted that role. He was a professional
French officer and was most helpful. LaRue also spoke some German.
Altogether , we were able to operate in nine languages: English, French,
German, Italian, Spanish, Czech, Hungarian and Russian. Even some
Polish. Hungarian was the mother tongue of Sergeant Harvey, while Czech,
Russian and Polish were spoken by Sergeant Wessely, who took Werder'
s place after Lune ville when W erder was wounded by shrapnel under his
armpit and was evacuated.
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Yes, IPW team 10 was proud to be with the Second Cavalry and
Patton's Third Army. We felt as if we had been a part of the old dragoon's
right from the beginning. There were times when I took the place of the
Cavalry S-2 during periods when Major Steimmetz was absent. Colonel
Reed always found time to listen and to act when we were able to bring in
new information.
Wiedersehen in Switzerland
After Luneville, the second Cavalry Headquarters moved to Moyenvic,
east of Nancy. One Squadron alternately was on line in holding a position
while the other rested, refitted, or retained.
A week after the tank battles, I went to the Headquarters of the XII
Corps in Nancy and asked permission from its Chief of Staff, General
Canine, for a three-day leave to attempt reaching the Swiss border in order
to contact my parents whom I had not seen for five years.
After pondering the request, the general denied it. He had no
authorization to approve any leave, however short, while their units were
still in the zone of combat. However, he felt that considering the exploits of
my intelligence team, it would be very much in order to send the captain
and his driver for a short tour of inspection toward the zone of the Seventh
US Army which had just joined with us from the south and which was also
extended along the Swiss border. Within an hour, the orders were issued in
writing.
I went back and informed Colonel Reed that I would be gone for three
or four days with Sergeant Stein as my driver. We loaded our jeep and
drove to the Red Cross Station and the field PX in Nancy. There we bought
a maximum supply of sugar, coffee, chocolate, canned food and snacks,
cigars, cigarettes, good woolen socks and whatever else we could lay our
hands on.
The liaison officer from the Seventh Army gave us a road map and
cautioned that we would cross the zone of operations assigned to the First
French Army, commanded by General Lattre de Tassigny. This French
Army was made up largely of French Colonial Troops and the fierce
Senegalese which had joined the Free French in North Africa by crossing
the Sahara desert. In August of that year they had invaded the underbelly of
France around Marseilles with 'Operation Anvil' together with the US
Seventh Army.
The French colonials were good soldiers and excellent fighters with a
deep-seated hatred of the Germans who considered them to be sorts of
jungle monkeys. They had an insatiable thirst for the blood of the Krauts.
Neither was there any doubt whatsoever that they were also the world's
poorest, most nonchalant and greatest daredevil drivers. All of this was a
well-known fact.
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We drove southward with a last admonition still ringing in our ears: "If
you hear motor noises coming your way and honking of truck horns, get off
the road at once! Mine fields that the Germans left behind are considerably
less dangerous than the French colonials gone crazy with their new
American motor cars!"
That night we stopped at the headquarters of one of the Seventh Army
divisions and rested for a few hours. By noon the next day, we were nearing
the border of Switzerland.
A French gendarmerie post where we inquired how best to approach
Switzerland routed us to the Col-des Roches, a pass in the Jura mountains.
Several times, we were stopped and had to explain why we wanted to
approach neutral Switzerland. Finally a French Lieutenant of the Frontier
Police joined us in our jeep and we started up a winding road toward the
mountain crossing which is the frontier between France and Switzerland.
Suddenly we were there at the barricade made of heavy wooden logs
and barbed wire coils. There was no one in sight. At first we honked our
horn. Then I fired a few shots into the air with my revolver. A Swiss soldier
appeared and we waved to each other.
In Swiss-German I yelled that I would like to see a Swiss officer and
give him a message for my parents. He acknowledged understanding of my
request and disappeared. Another twenty minutes later, a Swiss lieutenant
in his field-gray uniform appeared and we chatted a while at the barricade.
I identified myself as well as I could and told him that I had not seen my
parents for more than five years. I hoped to be able to meet them
somewhere along the frontier since I could not go to Switzerland without
being interned as a member of the American Army in combat.
The lieutenant asked quite a few questions to make certain that I was an
original Swiss. I finally satisfied him when naming some of the officer of
the Swiss 29 th Battalion in which I had served in 1936. He stated that my
request would have to clear through the colonel commanding the regiment
operating in this part of the frontier. This would undoubtedly take some
time. He suggested that I drive back down the mountain and wait at a small
French tavern. He then gave us his name and exact location.
He continued telling me that there had been a lot of smuggling going
on around these parts. The Swiss and the French border guards had installed
a field telephone line in the location to keep each other posted. The Swiss
lieutenant believed that the phone was still in operating order. We said
farewell and then went back to the old French village inn, got ourselves a
room and were served a really fine venison dinner that evening. The
innkeeper acknowledged the existence of the field telephone line.
About nine o'clock I was motioned into the back room where the phone
was hidden in a closet. They asked for the American Captain Sperl. At the
other end of the line was the Swiss colonel. After identifying himself, he
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told me that he knew Papa Sperl in Bern and apologized that it had taken so
long to contact them. My parents had been out visiting. The colonel then
told me that Mama and Papa Sperl would be at the main frontier bridge in
Les Brenets, some eight kilometers away, by eleven the next morning.
We celebrated this joyous news with some of the locals in the tavern
that evening and did not get much sleep. An off-duty French customs
officer had joined our party and volunteered to accompany us the next day.
In the morning he contacted a French farmer within 200 hundred feet of the
border. The farmer was married to a cordon bleu [a master chef]. We could
visit there together and the farmer's wife would be happy to prepare a fine
lunch for us.
At a quarter to eleven the next morning, we were already at the bridge
waiting impatiently. Finally, I saw Mama and Papa approaching from the
other side. They wore their winter coats and overshoes, papa carrying his
cane and between them, they carried quite a sizeable suitcase.
We had given the customs officer and two French soldiers several
cartons of American cigarettes and there were no arguments. They lifted the
barbed wire barricade in the middle of the bridge promptly. My parents
crossed into France and we were in each other's arms. It was a joyous
reunion.
They climbed into the jeep and we drove to the little farmhouse where
a wonderful hot lunch awaited us. There was much to tell and the time
passed quickly, Two and a half hours later we had to say good-bye. Would
we see each other again? Papa was already approaching seventy, Mama was
not far behind and I was a US soldier on the fighting front.
It was quiet in the jeep driving back to the bridge. As my parents
dismounted, Mama said suddenly, "Where is our valise?" In the excitement
they had forgotten to give me their present. The suitcase they had carried
was stuffed with Swiss chocolates, Nescafe, woolen socks, smoked
sausages, cigarettes and everything else for "Ferdy, that poor American
soldier"! That broke the ice. Sergeant Stein and I exploded.
In hilarious laughter, we started to unpack our jeep and presented them
with our thirty pounds of sugar, twenty pounds of coffee, and everything
else that we had snitched away from the Red Cross and PX. It was so much
that they couldn't possibly cart it across the bridge themselves. So the
French border guards and the Swiss soldiers guarding the bridge shared in
the bounty as we said good-bye.
I can still see my mother and father as they disappeared on the other
side of the bridge. It had started to snow and their figures slowly
disappeared against the hillside just as the clock on the church struck three.
We returned to the tavern, picked up our belongings and started to drive
back. The next day we rejoined the Second Cavalry. It had been a
wonderful interlude.
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[End of excerpts]

Episode from Sperl's Time in Germany
Pfingstritt 1945
In May 1945 Sperl was the American officer in charge of the town of
Kotzting located in the Bohmerwald [the Bavarian Forest] between
Regensburg and the Czech border. In an article printed in the Kotzting
newspaper at the time of his death he wasgiven the following tribute:
Sperl made sure that the 17,000 soldiers of the 11th German Panzer
Division were demobilized in a quick and non-bureaucratic manner so as
to save the men from becoming prisoners of war for several months and
perhaps even from being handed over to the Russians. Many of the soldiers
hailed from Silesia and were not able to return to their homeland which was
occupied by the Russians; thus they remained in Kotzting.
He also endeared himself to the town by allowing the so-called
Pfingstritt - a traditional parade of horses at Pentecost - even though the
military regulations strictly forbade any public assemblies so soon after the
end of the war. When Sperl visited
Kotzting in 1995, he stated that he
allowed the Pfingstritt because he
wanted to avoid that the Americans
were seen as opposed to customs
which were connected to the
Christian religion.
Yet Sperl did not only allow the
Pfingstritt, but had also helped
provide the necessary horses since at
the end of the war there were hardly
any horses available. The horses in
Ferdinand Sperl on a Lippizan Horse, circa
the parade were actually the Lipizzan 1945
horses from the Hofreitschule in
Vienna. Because of the bomb attacks
on the Austrian capital the horses had been evacuated to Bohemia in the
Wes tern part of Czechoslovakia. Then when the Russian army advanced
toward the German border , Sperl and his soldiers were involved in a secret
operation which brought the horses into Germany on April 29, 1945. This
operation was dubbed 'Operation Cowboy' and was later used in a Disney
film.
Peoria, Illinois
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Return of the Purysburg Colonists to Europe
In October 2006 I took a trip to Switzerland in search of ancestors wit
a few members of the Purysburg Preservation Foundation. A genealog)
travel destination is common among those searching for their roots .
However, until you actually have experienced it yourself, the stories are jus 1
words on a page.
The Purysburg adventure began with a chance encounter twenty year~
ago between a member of the Swiss de Pury family and a descendant of the
American De Pury family. There have been three crossings, spaced at five
year intervals, since that time.
The first visitors were a contingent of sixteen Swiss and French who
visited the site of the Purysburg settlement on the Savannah River in Jasper
County. Purysburg was one of South Carolina's original Townships.
Our October 2006 group numbered eleven. We were from various parts
of the Southeast and all had connections to Purysburg, either through
bloodline or affinity.
Our itinerary in Europe was a full eight days of hindsight-of what our
lives would have been, had our families not taken on the challenge of
sinking roots in a new world.
Our flight took us into Geneva. There we stayed two days learning
about the Reformation, the Red Cross, art, the United Nations and the
World Court.
From Geneva we went to Neuchatel, family seat of the de Pury family.
We visited 'Jolimont', ancestral home of the de Pury family and a 5,000year-old historical site on Lake Neuchatel.
The next day's journey took us to Bern, the Swiss capital, then eastward
toward Brienz. By now, we were getting into mountainous territory. Near
Interlaken we visited Matten, ancestral home of Lexington, South
Carolina's Sterchi (Sturkie) family. This family is listed as being in
Purysburg, and later Orangeburg Township.
After Brienz we visited W eesen and crossed the Lake of the Four
Cantons to Gersau. We visited the cloister at Einsiedeln. Then on to
Appenzell where we met with Johannes and Marguerite Zuberbuhler whose
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ancestors settled New Windsor Township, near Beech Island, South
Carolina. Appenzell is an enchanted place deep in the Alps near Austria.
As our trip drew to a close and we boarded the night train to Paris
where we went out separate ways, some stayed in Paris, others went on to
Normandy, two cruised the Rhine. As for me, I came home to begin
compiling my trip journal.

The Birth of the Swiss Republic
It has been said that the political development of our own country
resembles that of Switzerland. It is easy to see how seeds of democracy
were sown among the early Swiss settlers of America, many of whom have
descendants in South Carolina to this day.
The Swiss Confederacy began more than 700 years ago on August 1s1,
1291. After the death of Charlemagne, Switzerland fell under Burgundian
and Alemanni feudal systems. Deep in central Switzerland a race of simple
but independent herdsmen and hunters received many rights and privileges
under the rule of the Abbess of Fraumunster, but the Hapsburgs brought
unwelcome changes to these peaceful central Swiss valleys.
In 1291 delegates from the cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden
met together and formed the Perpetual Pact to protect and preserve their
way of life and to join together against their mutual enemies.
From this small beginning today's Swiss Confederacy has grown. Other
cantons joined the union: Lucerne in 1332, Zurich in 1351, Glarus and Zug
in 1352, and Bern in 1353. Frieburg and Solothurn joined the union in
1481. Basel and Schaffhausenjoined in 1501 and Appenzell in 1513.
In 1803 St. Gall, Orisons, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino and Vaud were
added to the union. Geneva, Neuchatel and Valais joined after the French
Revolution. In 1848 the Swiss Confederacy was reformed under a new
Federal constitution.
The bedrock of Swiss government is local self-government and the
independence of the individual cantons. It's three most important social
classes are farmers, townspeople and workers. There are four languages
spoken in Switzerland: French, German, Italian and Romansh.
Swiss federal government serves to protect its linguistic and cultural
minorities and to facilitate good relations among these groups. Swiss
Federalism aims to preserve the country's individuality. Today Switzerland
is not part of the European Union and retains its own currency, the Swiss
Franc.
1291 - Switzerland begins as a Confederacy with the three forest cantons.
1515 - Switzerland declares neutrality.
1519 - Swiss Reformation begins.
1798- Old Swiss Confederation collapses and France invades Switzerland.
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1815 - Swiss Federation is established with guarantees of independence and
neutrality.
1848 - New Federal Constitution is enacted.
1864 - International Red Cross is founded in Geneva.
1971 - Women's suffrage begins.
1992 - Swiss vote against joining the European Economic Area.
Geneva, Refuge and Peacemaker
The Return of the Colonists (RC III) arrived at the Geneva airport on
October 2, 2006, at 9 AM. Our
trip had gotten off to a good
start. Arrival in Geneva was
like a trip back in time.
Vehicles
crowd
airport
passageways and a sense of
tight
security
is not
overwhelming.
Geneva is located m
southwestern
Switzerland.
French is the language of the
region. The Swiss greet one
RC III Group in Geneva
another European-style with
three kisses to the cheek. This differs from the French greeting of two kisses
to alternating cheeks.
Geneva is above all else an international city. The city has been
inhabited since 3,000 B.C. Stone Age people lived among the rocks of the
Saleve. Because of proximity to the Rhone River, trade routes coming
together at Geneva created links between Northern Europe and the
Mediterranean. Around 800 B.C. the Celts settled the area of the Swiss
Plateau and remained there until Julius Caesar stopped their advance. It was
Julius Caesar who gave Geneva its name.
In the sixteenth century Geneva became a religious center. German
merchants spread the ideas of the Reformation there. Under the leadership
of Guillaume Farel Geneva's ruling class converted to the Reformation
movement. In 1536 Farel persuaded John Calvin, who was only twentyseven years old, to come to Geneva. It was during Calvin's time that
Geneva became known as the Protestant Rome. French Huguenots poured
into Geneva in the wake of persecution by the authorities in France.
Additional floors were added to existing homes to accommodate the
refugees.
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Toward the end of the seventeenth century watch making was
introduced to Geneva. In 1690 there were over one hundred watchmakers
in the city.
In 1865 Henry Durant, a citizen of Geneva, came up with the idea for
the Red Cross. In 1871 the first international arbitration concerning the
Alabama Affair between the United States and the United Kingdom was
settled there. Also, the first Geneva Convention was signed at Geneva's
town hall. Geneva has been the international headquarters of the League of
Nations since 1919, and United Nations offices are here too. Geneva has
since become the center of international affairs concerning human rights,
health, world trade, science and the environment.

John Calvin, Man of Geneva
President John Adams said, "Let not Geneva be forgotten or despised.
Religious liberty owes it most respect." Geneva is the city of John Calvin.
Even today his influence can be felt as if he still lives.
It has been said of John Calvin, "American culture is thoroughly
Calvinistic in some form or another. At the heart of the way Americans
think and act, you will find this fierce and imposing Reformer."
John Calvin believed that the State and the Church were jurisdictionally
separate. Each was ordained by God, one civil and the other ecclesiastical.
He developed the idea that man could serve God in every area of his life
without being a priest or nun. This idea is hailed today as the Protestant
work ethic that urges Christians to follow their calling guided by their faith.
John Calvin was born in Noyon, France, in 1509. He was the son of a
lawyer and studied law himself, like many others in the Reformation
movement. Martin Luther studied law, as did Zwingli of Zurich. John
Calvin's passion, however, was the study of theology.
In 1523 he attended the University of Paris and later studied religion at
the College de France. Sometime between 1528 and 1533 he experienced
a conversion to Protestantism which he described thus: "God subdued my
soul to docility by a sudden conversion."
In 1536 Calvin went to Geneva at the urging of Guillaume Farel. This
was a dangerous time for Reformers. Geneva was struggling for its
independence against two Catholic authorities, the Duke of Savoy and the
Bishop of Geneva. With the military assistance of Bern and Fribourg,
Geneva was able to defeat both bishop and duke. In May 1535 monasteries
were dissolved, the mass abolished, and papal authority renounced.
Thereupon Geneva became the capital of the new Protestant Switzerland.
Around this same time Mary Tudor of England began a campaign to
reinstate Roman Catholicism in the British Isles. In the era known as the
Marian Exile, British Protestant scholars were driven into Europe, many
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settling in Geneva, further enhancing the city's central role in the Protestant
Reformation. With the support of Scotland's John Knox, the Church of
Geneva produced the Geneva Bible, an English language Bible. England's
King James disapproved of the Geneva Bible because of its Calvinistic
leanings which he considered seditious and a threat to his kingdom. The
King James translation of the Bible grew out of this fear. When the Pilgrims
arrived at Plymouth in 1620, it was the Geneva Bible they brought with
them.
John Calvin died on May 27, 1564, of tuberculosis in Geneva.

On to Neuchatel: a Toast to the Colonists
After leaving Geneva the Purysburg Colonists set out for Neuchatel,
home seat of the de Pury family, our host family. Our first stop was at the
Hotel de Ville, or Town Hall, where Nicholas de Pury is president of the
town council. Here we met more members of the de Pury family. Nicholas
delivered an inspiring speech that gives a view of Switzerland as only a
native could give. Here is President de Pury's speech:
"In the eighteenth century Jean-Pierre de Pury left Switzerland with six
hundred emigrants to found Purrisburg in South Carolina. You are, some
two hundred years later, a handful of irreductible descendants, returning to
the source of your history.
"During this period many Neuchatelois left to make their fortunes far from
home. Jean-Pierre de Pury and his eldest son were among the adventurers,
as was his second son David de Pury, who made his fortune in Portugal.
"Neuchatel owes part of its wealth to David de Pury. The town hall, in
which we are now standing, was built with his properties and legacy.
"The eighteenth century is also the century of the Enlightenment, an
intellectual movement based on reason which led to the spread of
democracy and revolutions against monarchy and aristocracy in most of
Europe.
"It was a century where supporters of tolerance fought against the dogma,
superstition, intolerance and fanaticism of the Dark Ages. Freedom of
thought was propounded by Voltaire as the theme of the period.
"Neuchatel did not have such illustrious visitors as Voltaire and Casanova,
but the city was able to welcome Jean-Jacques Rousseau fleeing the
persecution in Paris and Geneva.
"Welcoming guests has been a long tradition in Neuchatel, along with
dialogue and cooperation. Neuchatel has a long tradition of civic
responsibility.
"Even when we do not agree among ourselves, the Neuchatelois have
learned to work well in the spirit of 'entente cordiale'. This cordiality
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enabled Neuchatel to have a bloodless revolution in 1848 with not a single
death. Remarkably the Neuchatel Revolution was the only one in Europe
which was not overturned later by counter-revolution, when many
monarchies were restored.
"September 1856 saw a brief Royalist counter-revolution occupy the
Neuchatel castle, but it was defeated by an uprising of citizens in support
of the Swiss Confederation.
"Neuchatel, town and canton, is a natural leader in the evolution of Swiss
Society. We were the first to allow foreigners to vote in 1849 and the first
canton to allow women to vote in 1959. Neuchatel was the first canton to
have a statutory five week vacation, the first canton to have an ecologist
party in Switzerland, and the first canton to participate in council
government.
"The canton of Neuchatel has provided the highest portion of ministers to
the federal government in proportion to the population, and many served as
foreign ministers. However, we should not rest on our laurels, as many facts
are not so positive. Today, thirty percent of Switzerland's federal House of
Parliament representatives are right wing and anti-European. To ensure our
future and that of Neuchatel we must:
Think of our town as part of an agglomeration, a region as part of Europe,
not an island in the middle of Europe. Think locally, concentrate on the
ecological development of each neighborhood with local associations
investing in direct participation democracy.
Develop and use renewable resources and aim for a society that consumes
less resources than we do today. We should aim to be a 1,000 Watts society,
consuming only the energy resources that our planet can provide in
proportion to its population. This requires intelligent and qualitative
reductions in consumption. This is the challenge we are now facing and
wish to share with you, dear friends from Purysburg."
Nicholas concluded with a toast, "I would like to offer to you a taste of
the best wine in the world, the grand vin de Neuchatel. I drink to your
health."

The De Pury Family of Neuchatel
Neuchatel is the home seat of the de Pury family. The town is located
in the western part of Switzerland bordering France, and French is the
language spoken in the region. The first historical mention of the name
Neuchatel, meaning new castle, was in 1011 A.D. And, indeed, there was
a castle located there.
During the reign of Rodolphe III of Burgundy (993 - 1032) a castle
existed, but it is believed that this new castle replaced an ancient one.
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Neuchatel was built on land reclaimed from the delta of the Seyon River
that often caused flooding until the river was rerouted by the efforts of
David de Pury.
Neuchatel played a big part in the Reformation thanks to Guillaume
Farel. Farel was an associate and contemporary of John Calvin of nearby
Geneva.
In the early eighteenth century Neuchatel became part of Prussia when
it was assigned to the King of Prussia. Neuchatel became a canton in 1815
and in 1848 was proclaimed a Republic. Troubles began after the
assignment of Neuchatel to Prussia in 1707, and mass emigration started.
This ultimately resulted in the founding of Purysburg in South Carolina
along the banks of the Savannah River. 1
In 1730 Jean-Pierre de Pury began negotiations with England and
traveled to South Carolina to find a location for his colony. In 1734 he
delivered six hundred Swiss Protestants to Purysburg. The colony dissolved
because of poor climate and geographical conditions, and the murder of de
Pury, their leader. Today, descendants of former residents of Purysburg can
be found throughout South Carolina and the nation.
Eason Cross of Alexandria, Virginia, is director and founder of the
Purysburg Preservation Foundation, an organization that he founded to
"make Purysburg more visible" and to commemorate its founder JeanPierre de Pury of Neuchatel.

1
Editor's Note. Next to the founding of the town of Beaufort in 1711, the most significant
single event in the settling of the Beaufort District of South Carolina was the establishment
of Purrysburg on the Savannah River in 1734. Not only was Purrysburg the largest
immigration of Europeans directly to the Beaufort District, but it was also the origin of most
of the French- and German-speaking families in the southeastern comer of South Carolina.
While old Purrysburg did not prosper, the descendants of the Swiss pioneers who settled
there became some of the most productive and influential citizens in the old Beaufort
District. They formed the core of the Huguenot influence in that region. Among the FrenchSwiss names from Purrysburg were DeSaussure, Huguenin, Jeanneret, Robert, Verdier ,
Borquine, deBeaufain, Mongin, Lafitte, Pelot and Bugnion. Among the German-Swiss
settlers at Purrysburg were Mengersdorff, Holzendorf, Mayerhoffer, Winkler, Strobhar, and
Zubly. Approximately two-thirds of the Purrysburg settlers were French speaking and onefourth were German speaking. In addition, twenty-five families originated from Salzburg,
Austria, and forty families were Protestant refugees from the Italian Piedmont. Though the
dream of Jean Pierre de Pury failed, the result was, nonetheless, an infusion into the Beaufort
District of a large number of the most talented, enterprising and productive families in the
long history of the South Carolina low country. For further information on the history of
Purrysburg, South Carolina, see: Roland S. Rowland, The History of Beaufort County, South
Carolina
1514-1861
. Columbia: University
of South Carolina Press, 1996.
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Neuchatel and David de Pury
The de Pury family of Neuchatel is known throughout Switzerland.
They are a family of much distinction.
David de Pury, brother of the American colonizer Jean-Pierre, left
Neuchatel to go into the maritime trade at age seventeen. In 1730 David
joined with the South Sea Company of London that traded in African,
European and American ports.
In London David met and fell in love with an Englishwoman, but the
romance was never to come to the fruition of marriage because of a
business failure. David remained a bachelor the rest of his life.
David de Pury's business interests took him to Lisbon, Portugal, in 1736.
He acquired a huge fortune through trade in diamonds and the rare woods
of the Amazon forests. In an unfortunate tum of events after the earthquake
of Lisbon in 1755, David de Pury lost nearly all of his accumulated wealth,
but successfully worked to rebuild it before the end of his life.
He was appointed banker to the King of Prussia, Frederic II, before he
died in 1786, and was given the title of Baron de Pury. Because David
never married and had no children, he left more than seventy percent of his
fortune to the Town of Neuchatel and its 2000 citizens for the maintenance
of religious and public buildings. He is credited with providing Neuchatel
with a hospital, a school, and a town hall. To this day de Pury family
members offer their services in Neuchatel government.
A statue of David de Pury was erected in Neuchatel Town Square.
The Celts of Neuchatel
When searching for ancestors you must be prepared for anything you
may find. Our recent RC III trip focused on seventeenth century
immigration to the Carolinas, but what I discovered in Neuchatel plumbed
the depths of a far deeper ancestry. I found cause to ask what our Swiss
ancestors were doing as Stonehenge was being built on the Salisbury Plain?
At Neuchatel, Switzerland I got a first hand look at archaeologists'
discovery of a Celtic village dating back nearly 5,000 years. A wealth of
prerecorded history has been uncovered at the Latenium site, a new and
exciting museum near Neuchatel, which reveals the life of Switzerland's
earliest inhabitants-the ancestors of today's Swiss.
To many people the Celts are a British Isles culture because its Gaelic
language and traditions are so well preserved in Ireland and Scotland.
However, Celtic heritage is much more than most modem history reveals.
The Celts were an Inda-European tribe that inhabited Turkey in the
region of Galatia and Central Europe, spreading along the Danube and
Rhine Rivers into Italy, Spain and the British Isles. The La Tene Celtilc
expansion covered what is now Switzerland.
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La Tene Culture existed at Lake Neuchatel from the fifth to the first
centuries B.C., ending after the Romans crossed into the regions north of
the Alps. During this period the Celts emerged from tribal existence into a
flourishing civilization. La Tene has been described by some historians as
the nucleus of European civilization.
Five hundred years before Christ La Tene Celts were a major presence
in Europe. They ornately decorated their iron weapons. They were mobile
and noted for their horsemanship. They established trade routes across
Europe and introduced coinage. They adorned themselves with opulent gold
and jewels, and were a force to be reckoned with in warfare.
With the discovery of America, the great Celtic migration expanded to
our own country and we, as Americans, can rightly claim a Celtic heritage.
It can be seen in our innovations, our will as a powerful nation, and our
spirit of greatness. It is the Celtic voice resounding in our blood.

The Journey Continues to Berne
After leaving Neuchatel the Purysburg travelers pushed eastward
toward Berne, capital of Switzerland. Berne was founded in 1191 by
Berch told V, Duke of Zahringen. It became the eighth member of the Swiss
Confederation in 1353.
In 1803 Berne became the capital of Canton Berne, and in 1848 the city
became the federal capital of Switzerland. Berne has some of the finest
examples of medieval architecture in Europe and is a world heritage site.
Between 1218 and 1798 at the time of the French Napoleonic invasion,
Berne became the most powerful city-state north of the Alps. The city is
protected on three side by natural fortifications, and a wall, a watchtower
and moats on the fourth side. Prior to the founding of Berne, the area was
inhabited by the Celts, Romans and Germans. Today Berne is located in the
German-speaking region of Switzerland. In the early part of the twentieth
century Albert Einstein spent time studying in Berne and wrote some of his
most famous works here.
During the mid-eighteenth century many people of the Lauterbrunnen
valley in Canton Berne came to South Carolina. It was at this time that
many of the ancestors of the Swiss settlers of Lexington County emigrated
from the area of Berne. The Bernese emigration to South Carolina was so
large that the government of Berne ordered a commission to examine the
problem. The Responsa Prudentum of 1744 announced that the citizens of
Lauterbrunnen, Sigriswil, Battenberg, Habkern, Gsteig and Grindelwald
were delinquent in tending their fields and were abandoning their work and
were taking their children down with them. The Berne commission
responded to the emigration problem by encouraging local crafts and
industry in the hope of keeping residents in the Alpine home valley.
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As the modem day Purysburg travelers moved on from the City of
Berne after a wonderful lunch of fresh fish on the River Aare, we came into
Interlaken at the foot of the Jungfrau. Interlaken is very near the ancestral
home of Lexington County's Sturkey family.
In the evening we ventured into Matten to see the inn built by Christian
Sterchi and possibly to meet a member of the Sterchi family.
The Sterchi (Sturkie) family was among these early immigrants to
South Carolina. Henrich Sterchi, Ulrich Sterchi and Margaret Sterchi were
known to have emigrated to Orangeburg, South Carolina from Interlaken
(near Berne).
Today many Sterchis
remain in this Alpine area
of Switzerland. According
to the heraldic history of the
Sterchi family, the family
first settled in Matten,
Interlaken. It is the oldest
family in the area of
Bodelis dating back to 1266
to a Petrus Sterchi.
In
1671
Christian
Sterchi Crest on their Home
Sterchi was an accountant
in Matten. A Christian
Sterchi is recorded as a delegate for Matten. Christian Sterchi was also an
innkeeper. This inn is still in business in Matten, although it is no longer in
the Sterchi family.

A Cool Glass of Wine with Kathi Sterchi
We found the Hotel Hirschen at Matten. The new innkeepers, Edith and
Hanspeter Brogle-Meier, welcomed us inside, and we inquired of the
Sturkies. Hanspeter informed
us that Mrs. Kathi Sterchi no
longer owned the hotel and
that it had been sold in recent
years. Mr. Sterchi died several
years ago, and Mrs. Sterchi
was now unable to run the inn.
He added that Mrs. Sterchi
still lived nearby and that he
would telephone her for us.
With that information we
set out to find Kathi Sterchi.
Kathi Sterchi and Philippe de Pury
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Mrs. Sterchi lived very close by and we walked to her apartment. She
greeted us at the front of her building with astonishment. Once she realized
that we were long lost relatives from America and escorted by distinguished
members of the de Pury family, she welcomed us warmly and invited us to
join her for refreshments at the inn's tavern.
It was Friday night and a Swiss band was playing the accordion and
yodeling. Through the window could be seen the snow capped Alps. The
waiter served us Swiss cheese and local wine. The tavern quickly filled with
locals who played cards and drew smoke from hand carved pipes. There
was hardly room to move as the night progressed. After a short intermission
the band returned with a song they had written for the visitors from
Carolina. It was an enchanted evening.
Kathi Sterchi, 81, was a wonderful hostess. She made me feel like a
long lost relative who had finally come home. Philip asked me if I was
going to stay in Matten now that I had found my ancestral home. I was
tempted to say yes, indeed.
Mrs. Sterchi gave me a book from Interlaken. In it was a description of
the Sterchi's Matten tavern. "The Matten tavern (the Hirschen), or as it was
known earlier, the "house at the sign of cool wine", was for centuries the
only public house in Matten. The name of the Matten tavern is recorded in
1581, at a time when there were no other inns on the Bodeli except the
Neuhaus, the Stadhaus, and the monastery tavern. The smithy was also
located here until 1683. After the Hirschen was rebuilt, the smithy was
moved to the back road. Whoever had to wait for his horse to be shoed
could while away the time with a cool glass of wine!"

Hermits and Wishing Wells
When I wrote about the Einsiedeln Monastery last year, little did I
know that within a few months I would visit this very cloister. This ancient
church is located in
canton Schwyz. It was
the dean of this abbey
who visited the Hermit
Saint Nicholas von Flue
and witnessed that the
hermit neither ate nor
drank temporal food.
Einsiedeln Abbey is known for its hermits of
the Dark Forest. The first
hermit to come to the
Dark Forest was Meinrad
Einsiedeln Cloister
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who lived on Etzel hill on the south shore of Lake Zurich around 741 AD.
Meinard lived as a hermit in the Dark Forest for twenty-six years and was
murdered by Richard the Alemmanian and Peter the Rhaetian. Meinrad's
murderers were brought to justice and the hermit was made a saint.
Pilgrims come to Einsiedeln to visit the Chapel of our Lady and to
partake of the medicinal benefits of 'Our Lady's Well,' which flows from
beneath the Black Madonna.
Our own Reverend John Bachman's ancestors served this church in the
years prior to the Reformation. Hans Bachman of Finstersee near
Menzingen served as the Official Magistrate for Taxation at the Monastery
of Einsiedeln from 1469-1508. He was also Governor of the High Council
at Rosseberg. Hans Bachman began a long tradition of Bachman succession
to the monastery position.
The Feast of Saint Andrew on November tenth was the day set aside for
the collection of taxes. Many Swiss peasants would pray for a miraculous
deliverance from taxation by kneeling around a tub of water and praying to
God throughout the night before tax day. In the morning they would thrust
their hands into the water hoping to withdraw enough money to satisfy their
tax debt.

The Mennonites and Amish
Ross Baughman , a descendant of the Bachman family, has written a
wonderful book, The Chain Rejoined, which includes a DNA Study
conclusively linking the Bachman family to the Swiss Mennonite heritage.
By 1533 a group of Swiss Brethren had organized in Leeuwarden,
Friesland, Holland under the leadership of Obbe and Dirk Philips. A priest
by the name of Meno Simons converted to the Brethren beliefs. Meno
continued in the ministry with a price on his head. He wrote numerous
books which were widely translated and quickly became a well known
figure in the movement. By 1545 the Swiss and Dutch Brethren became
known as the Mennonites.
Between 1693 and 1697 the Amish separated from the Mennonites
under the leadership of Elder Jakob Amman of Erlenbach, Berne. Many of
this group resettled in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
Nebraska, Kansas and South Dakota. There is also a large Amish settlement
in Ontario, Canada.
Jakob Amman held strict views on wearing untrimmed beards,
uniformity of dress, and the prohibition of attending services of the state
church. The first Amish began to arrive in Berks, Chester and Lancaster
Counties, Pennsylvania in 1720. Hessian Amish can be found in Somerset,
Pennsylvania and Garrett County, Maryland.
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These people are collectively called the Pennsylvania Dutch, when in
truth their origin was Berne, Switzerland. Many of these 'Dutch' settlers of
Pennsylvania made their way to the Dutch Fork and other areas of South
Carolina.
Christian Sterchi's wife Agnes Riggenberg of Leissigen was a
Mennonite. Both the Bachmans and the Sturkies have Mennonite
connections in Switzerland, and both families emigrated to America during
the migrations resulting from the persecution of the Brethren in
Switzerland.

John Huss-from Goose to Swan
The first time I encountered John Huss was at Ebenezer Lutheran
Church at the Salzburger settlement in Georgia. 2 The Salzburgers settled
2

Editor's Note. The Georgia Salzburgers, a group of German-speaking Protestant colonists ,
founded the town of Ebenezer in what is now Effingham County. Arriving in 1734, the
group received support from King George II of England and the Georgia Trustees after being
expelled from its home in the Catholic principality of Salzburg (in present day Austria) . The
Salzburgers survived extreme hardships in both Europe and Georgia to establish a
prosperous and culturally unique community in the American South. The first group of
Salzburgers sailed from England to Georgia in 1734, arriving in Charleston, South Carolina,
on March 7, then proceeding to Savannah on March 12. There they were met by James
Oglethorpe, the founder of the Georgia colony , who assigned them a home about twenty-five
miles upriver in a low-lying area on Ebenezer Creek . Subsequent ships brought the rest of
the original exiled Salzburgers, as well as other European settlers from German-speaking
nations who also became identified generically as Salzburgers.
Upon arrival in Georgia, the leader of the Salzburgers, Pastor Johann Martin Boltziu s,
established the Jerusalem Church (later Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church) and
administered the settlement of Ebenezer with a strong religious element. Because of their
harrowing experience in Europe and their level of religious devotion, the Salzburger s
secured the admiration and financial support of English authorities , who idealized them as
model colonists. Indeed , the qualities of piety , modesty , and industriou sness were rooted in
the Salzburgers' spiritual traditions, which emphasized personal conviction and community
activities. Their fierce sense of independence, as well as a mistrust of secular authority,
isolated the Salzburgers from the rest of the Georgia colony .
The original settlement of Ebenezer, Georgia failed largely because of its poor location
and had disappeared by 1855. It was too far inland, and no clear waterway existed to the
Savannah River. In early 1736 Oglethorpe gave the Salzburgers a new site on the high bluffs
above the Savannah River. The settlers referred to the new settlement as New Ebenezer. The
Jerusalem Church in the original settlement of Ebenezer survived not only the American
Revolution but also occupation by Union general William T. Sherman ' s troops during the
Civil War (1861-65) during their notorious March to the Sea in November-December 1864.
The church, which still stands, houses the oldest continuing Lutheran congregation in the
United States to worship in its original building. Many descendants of the Salzburgers still
live in Effingham and Chatham counties , and a number of them are active in the Georgia
Salzburger Society, an independently operating genealogical and archaeological
organization founded in 1925. For further information on this subject , see: George Fenwick
Jones, The Salzburger Saga: Religious Exiles and Other Germans along the Savannah
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along the Savannah about the same time our Swiss settlers came to Saxe
Gotha, South Carolina. In fact many of these Salzburgers ended up in the
Lexington District of South Carolina near Columbia. The Wessingers,
Geigers, Kings and Kleckleys are a few Lexington families with Salzburger
connections.
Martin Luther's coat-of-arms was the swan, and this symbol sits atop the
Ebenezer church at Rincon, Georgia.
As a young monk Martin Luther discovered a volume of Huss' s
sermons and was overwhelmed with what he found. Huss became a hero to
Luther. And, indeed, Huss had foretold of the coming of Martin a hundred
years before he drew up his 95 Theses that began Germany's Reformation
movement.
Huss said to his executioner in 1415 as the fire was being lit, "You are
going to bum a goose, but in a century you will have a swan which you can
neither roast nor boil."
The Reformer John Huss was born Johannes Husinetz, at Hussinetz,
Czechoslavakia, in July 1369. His name means goose in his native
language. His mother was widowed, and he had to work his way through
school by singing. He earned two bachelor degrees, a Master's degree, and
became Dean of Theology at the University of Prague.
While at university Huss studied the work of England's John Wycliff
whose writings were condemned by the church hierarchy. Huss found them
fascinating.
After being ordained in 1401 Huss became a minister at Bethlehem
Church in Prague, one of the largest churches in Prague with a congregation
of over 3,000. Huss became famous as the Reformer of Bohemia while at
Bethlehem Church.
Huss preached in his native Czech language that the Bible was the final
authority of the Church, not the Pope. He encourage the expansion of
church council authority, the diminishment of Papal authority, and he
promoted the moral reform of the clergy as well.
Huss condemned the practice of selling indulgences to finance the
Crusades, was excommunicated and left Prague.
Huss was called to the Council of Constance in November 1414 under
the cunning pretense of giving him the opportunity to give an account of his
doctrine. The real objective was to arrest him and force him to renounce his
(Athens: Univeristy of Georgia Press , 1984); Alexander Pyrges, "German Immigrants at the
Ebenezer Settlement in Colonial Georgia, 1734-1850 : Integration and Separatism" (master's
thesis, Kansas State University, 2000); H.A. Scomp, History of the Salzburgers
([Springfield , Georgia]: N.V. Turner, 2002).
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doctrine. Like Luther later on, John Huss refused to recant, and therefore he
was burned at the stake at Constance. His ashes were scattered in the lake,
and pieces of soil from the ground where Huss died were carried back to
Prague as a memorial.
The Moravian Brethren grew out of Huss' s teachings, and he influenced
the conversion of the Wesley brothers, who were so influential in the
colonization of Georgia.

The Brethren of Berne and Zurich
Martin Luther began the Reformation in the sixteenth century in
Germany. Ulrich Zwingli of Zurich and John Calvin of Geneva continued
the movement in order to form a separate Christian faith apart from the
Roman Catholic Church. They promoted the concepts of salvation by the
grace of God, rather than through church sacraments; individual freedom
of belief; the concept that no intermediary priest was needed to generate
communication between believers and God; the close integration of Church
and God; reliance on the Scriptures alone with diminished Church tradition.
There was yet another group of reformers who have been called radical
reformers by historians. This latter group believed that free churches should
be formed separating the Church from all other state churches, even in the
Reformed Church, which was a state church at that time. The Swiss group
led by Conrad Grebel, Felix Mantz and George Blaurock began to study
groups modeled on the early Christians, and sought to lead their
congregations back to the principles of the early Church dictated by the
teachings of Saint Peter and Saint Paul.
This Swiss group of reformers became known as the Brethren and
declared in 1527 a Brotherly Union consisting of seven articles: 1) baptism
of repentant, believing adults, 2) a doctrine of unswerving obedience to
God, those who fell into erring ways being warned once, then being
publicly warned should the misbehavior continue, and finally being banned
from the group, 3) the stipulation that only baptized adults could participate
in the Lord's Supper, 4) the pledge to reject violence and separate
themselves from evil in the world, 5) the requirement that Church leaders,
or shepherds, be of good character and competent to preach the Gospel, 6)
the advocation of the separation of Church and State and the requirement
that its members neither hold public office nor engage in civil affairs, 7) the
final stipulation that its members should not swear oaths. Their word alone
was considered to be sufficient.
These radical groups were known as the Anabaptists because of their
common belief in rebaptizing adults. They were considered a threat to the
established European governments and state religions of the day. Anabaptist
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hunters were employed to locate and arrest the Brethren, and many of their
leaders were executed.
Many of these Anabaptist believers were jailed, their property
confiscated by the State, and they were driven from the country under the
threat of execution. Many relocated to Holland, Moravia, Russia and
Germany. Despite persecution the movement grew.

The Swiss Alps
Our first stop after Einsiedeln was Mount Santis. Cable cars carry
tourists to the top of the peak for sightseeing, a meal, or shopping. This ride
is not for the faint of heart, however.
The jagged, rocky peak offers the thrill
of vertigo and being able to reach out
and touch the clouds, being careful not
to lean too far into the railing. Six
countries can be seen from Mount
Santis.
Lunch at a lower altitude cheese
factory is provided at the foot of the
mountain. This gave us our first taste of
the world-renowned Appenzell cheese
made on the premises.
Swiss farmers take their herds to
the high meadows during the summer
and bring them down to the valley in
the fall. Many traditional mountain
homes have attached barns. Narrow
zigzag cattle paths wind up the steep
slopes to summer pastures and
RC III Group at Mount Santis
herdsmen's shelters dot the hillsides.
People of the valley developed
cottage industries such as woodcarving,
leather crafting, needlework, bell
making, and music to pass the winter
months. These homecrafts remain a
valuable Swiss asset today.
This panoramic valley was home to
many who eventually came to Carolina
and Saxe Gotha, New Windsor, Amelia
and Purysburg Township in the mid
1700s. Appenzell, Toggenburg, St.
Swiss Cow Bells
Gallen and Schwagalp would have
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been familiar place names to the Swiss emigrants of that era such as the
Geigers, Zublers, Geissendanners and Toblers.
Appenzell is divided into two cantons. Each canton has the bear on its
coat-of-arms: Appenzell Inner-Rhodes and Appenzell Outer-Rhodes. One
is a Catholic canton, the other Protestant. Appenzell Land was one of the
last regions to give up time honored traditions which observed the old
calendar, the new year celebration of Silvesterchlaus, and the
Landsgemeinde, an open air parliamentary vote held the last Sunday in
April.
When we arrived at our
hotel in Appenzell, Johannes
and Marguerite Zuberbuhler of
Gais were there to greet us. Mr.
Zuberbuhler comes from a long
line of canton presidents. He
lives in the family home that
was built in 1735 about the time
of the departure of many of
Appenzell' s citizens
for
Carolina.
De Purys and Johannes Zuberbuhler
We toured the Appenzell
countryside and visited a
museum in nearby Umasch. The quaint museum gives visitors a view of
traditional Appenzell life. The 400-year-old home became a museum in
1976 and has exhibits of traditional Alpine life with a woodcarver's shop,
home cheese making and a sewing room.
I was able to purchase a
Johannes Tobler Appenzeller
Calendar for January 2007 in
the museum shop. This
publication is similar to our
Farmers' Almanac. Another
Johannes Tobler published a
Calendar in 1735 in New
Windsor, South Carolina.
The Purysburg travelers
visited a cheese making dairy
Swiss Cheese
in Stein. Cheese has been
exported from this area since
the twelfth century. Appenzell cheese is noted for its tart taste derived from
a blend of ancient and modem production techniques using recipes handed
down for generations.
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The highlight of our Appenzell stay was a visit to the Zuberbuhler home
in Gais where we were served traditional Swiss teacakes and refreshing
beverages. We were given the cook's tour of the Zuberbuhler home and saw
first hand its connected barn. The Zuberbuhlers no longer use the barn for
their herd. The Zuberbuhler' s front door opens onto a picturesque flower
garden with a view of the high meadows surrounding Gais.

John Tobler of Appenzell
John Tobler was a former cantonal governor who came to Carolina with
Reverend Bartholomew Zuberbuhler and 192 Appenzellers in September
1736. Three years earlier Governor Tobler had been ousted from office for
inciting unrest in Appenzell.
Sebastian Zuberbuhler, Bartholomew ' s father, was sent to New
Windsor, South Carolina to select a location for a settlement of Protestant
Appenzellers. The Reverend Sebastian Zuberbuhler led the first party of
200 settlers into New Windsor Township aboard the Prince of Wales,
arriving in Charleston on February 1si, 1734.
Tobler opened a store near Fort Moore at New Windsor. He was an
inventor and made many valued contributions to the success of the
township. Tobler wrote of Fort Moore: "There is a fort with 14 men, where
20 to 30 little houses are built. I have seen no trees except peach trees,
which are thick with blooms."
Tobler invented a rice-cleaning machine and wrote the South Carolina
Almanac that was published in the settlement until 1790. The almanac was
the first of its kind in Carolina and contained home remedies, recipes,
medical advice, astronomical tables and farm and garden information.
Tobler was somewhat of a Ben Franklin of the Carolinas. He
contributed to Swiss scientific journals and was a self-taught mathematician
and astronomer. He had the only privately owned organ in the region and
had a vast library of German language books, all of which brought a sense
of culture to the frontier.
Tobler sent instructions that anyone who came to Carolina should bring
calendars, globes, linen caps, cowbells and roofing nails. He also said that
carpenters and cabinetmakers were needed and that he would pay their
passage if they could not afford it themselves.
Tobler urged beggars to stay home in Switzerland becaue they would
have to carry a heavy load or go hungry. He also stated, "There is no need
for those who like to be dead drunk everyday, because the liquor here is
stronger than at home and finishes off newcomers."
Tobler' s obituary in a Swiss newspaper said of him, "He gained in wealth
and respect in his new country."
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Letters from the New World
The Swiss settlers in Carolina sent reports of the journey to the New
World to their relatives back home. Johannes Ulrich Giezendanner, a
goldsmith from Toggenburg who settled in South Carolina, wrote in April
1737 the following:
"After we had been traveling for 23 weeks because of many obstacles in
England and Holland and 12 weeks at sea we arrived-God
be
praised-mostly healthy on February 1st • In all only three children and one
daughter died. On January 16th and 17th we had a very big storm day and
night so that we were nailed in our ship-cave so that no water could enter."
The following was written by Hans Wernhard Trasher of Egg, Zurich ,
which describes conditions on board ship:
"During the voyage we were allotted for each 24-hours on Sundays and
Tuesdays, dried beef, on Saturdays pork meat, on Fridays stockfish, the
other days rice, peas, and barley stew, also a measure (two quarts) of water
and beer, and a piece of biscuit per head. And furthermore, they had to sleep
on the floor without beds."
After the Swiss settlers disembarked at Charleston, they had some bad
news. King George had issued an order that no one was to be given or
advanced provisions any longer, and the settlers were reduced to poverty.
Some stayed in Charleston, other moved inland to Orangeburg, Purysburg,
Savannah, New Windsor and Saxe Gotha on the Congaree River where they
were assigned wooded tracts and rough land and where they contributed
through their various skills to the colonization of the region.

Night Train to Paris
Appenzell was our last stop
in Switzerland before starting
home. Philippe de Pury dropped
off Jim and Gloria DePury at the
train station to rendezvous with
their cruise ship for a trip down
the Rhine. The remainder of our
group went on to Zurich to catch
the train for Paris.
We booked passage on the
night train which in itself
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sounded like a made for Bogart adventure. It turned out to be more of an
adventure than we had expected.
Philippe dropped us off in Zurich about 3:00 PM, but it was drop and
run because there was no place to park near the train station. He pulled our
van onto the sidewalk and we unloaded our luggage and rolled our way
toward the station, hoping Philippe could find a parking spot and bid us one
last farewell before he drove back to Neuchatel.
We could see Philippe circling the block searching in vain as we sat in
the station. We were on our own for the first time since arriving in
Switzerland. Daylight was coming to an end and we were travel weary. We
found a spot near the escalators on two stone benches. There was no
comfortable seating as there is in airport terminals. What seats were there
were sparse and uncomfortable.
Trains arrive quickly and depart in the same manner. There is normally
little time to get comfortable. So, there we stood encircling a mountain of
luggage with five hours to kill.
It wasn't long before we noticed we were being watched. First it was a
man dressed in black leather who kept walking by. Then a man with a
Rotweiller stopped to smoke a cigarette and circled back around us several
times. Finally, a group of teens hovered near us for what seemed hours.
Two of the older boys sat down next to us and began loudly cursing
Americans in English. It was getting late, nearly time for our train to arrive,
but still at least an hour. The man with the dog lingered in the vicinity and
we were clearly uneasy.
Just in time, a man riding a sweeper came by. Janice and Zenie ran up
to him and asked that he summon the police for us. We then hastily
gathered up our luggage and moved it to the platform to await our train.
Before we departed Zurich at 11:30 PM two Swiss policemen were
checking out the area, but our band of gypsies had dispersed into the night
and we were on our way to Paris.

Paris, the Gate to Paradise
As dawn broke we arrived in Paris like people who had been out on the
town. For some reason Paris cabbies are reluctant to take on a group of
travelers , so we had to wait out the disembarking surge. Fortunately, our
hotel was only a few blocks from the station. If we hadn't been so tired, we
could have walked the few blocks.
After a few hours sleep we gathered up a second wind to get a glimpse
of the City of Light before returning home the next day. It was Wednesday
and we headed toward the Louvre, which happens to be closed on
Wednesdays. Second choice was Notre Dame Cathedral and the Eiffel
Tower.
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After lunch in a French cafe, we walked up the bank of the Seine toward tht
cathedral.
In the third century AD soldiers and merchants came to the area that is
now Paris and established Christianity. In 451 Attila the Hun threatened
Paris. A Parisian by the name of Genevieve convinced the citizens not to
flee, but to pray and defend the city. Attila fled and Saint Geneview
became the protectress of Paris. In the sixth century Paris became the
capital of the Frankish kingdom.
Bishop St. Germain of Paris had the Cathedral of Paris built in the sixtl
century, and the present day Notre-Dame was completed in 1272. It too~
five generations to complete the work.
The gates of Notre Dame represent the entrance of the Garden of
Paradise and are adorned with foliage with birds resting among it. Parisians
love the forests and the great bishop M.M. Martin once said of Notre Dame:
"The bishop imagines God sending an angel in the form of a bird to a man
who had manifested the desire to know what Paradise was like ... Enchanted ,
the man stayed listening to it for three hundred years. Imagine what
Paradise must be like if the song of an angel thereof alone can put a man in
ecstasy and make him confuse three hundred years with one hour."
The people of Paris today reflect the light of this ancient city. I am sure our
fleeing Huguenot ancestors carried memories of Notre Dame cathedral with
them to the New World.

Lexington, South Carolina

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009

51

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 45 [2009], No. 1, Art. 10

Burials in the Tomb of the Swiss-American Society of
New Orleans
John Geiser III

A history of the Swiss Society of New
Orleans written in 1955 by Laura
Geiser Muehlemann and Herman A.
Dieth on the occasion of the Society's
one-hundredth anniversary states:
On July 3, 1871, an improved
constitution was adopted and a burial
ground in Greenwood Cemetery was
purchased. The yellow fever epidemic
of 1878 caused the entire plot of
ground to be filled and compelled
action on the building of a suitable
vault, which was completed and
consecrated
with
appropriate
ceremonies on October 5, 1879.
Greenwood Cemetery records list
the old burial ground as the Swiss
Society Lots but give no location. As
Photo by John Geiser, Ill
burials are recorded in these lots after
Members of the Swiss-American Society
the building of the tomb, it can not be of New Orleans at the society's tomb in
supposed that these lots are where the Greenwood Cemetery on All Saints Day
(November 1), 1971. Left to right: John
tomb was built.
The tomb is located on lots 44, 46, Geiser, Jr., Marjorie P. Geiser, Laura
and 48 on Live Oak Avenue in Geiser Muehlemann , Earlie Gutknecht,
Fritz Gutknecht, Consul General Erich
Greenwood Cemetery. The Society Messmer and Paul Muehlemann, Sr.
acquired these lots October 12, 1878.
The tomb is built of brick covered
with stucco and has a white marble facing on the front. There are thirty
vaults in five rows of six vaults each. The vaults on the top four rows are
numbered one through twenty-four and the vaults on the bottom row are
designated by the letters A to F. In the center of the tomb above the vaults
is the name "Swiss Society" with a Swiss cross in a circle on each side of
the name. Below the name are two clasped hands and on each end of the
51
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front is a downspout in the form of a face with a copper horn. The tomb
presents the same appearance as it did when first built with the exception
that a statue of an angel which was originally on top of the tomb wa s
destroyed by a hurricane. Herman A. Dieth records in his history prepared
on the Society's 75 th anniversary that "The great storm of September 29t\
1915 destroyed the angel on the tomb and caused considerable damage."
The name of the Swiss Society of New Orleans was changed in 1959
to the Swiss-American Society of New Orleans. In 1970 the Society voted
to designate the Special Collections Division of the Tulane University
Library as the repository for the records of the Society. These records
include a "Liste d"Enterrements dans le nouveau tombeau de la Societe
Suisse de la Nouvelle Orleans., E. U." which lists burials from May 14t\
1883 until July 28t\ 1958, two diagrams of the vaults of the tomb, and a
plan on the back of one of the diagrams of a plot which was used for burials
before the tomb was built.
The information about burials in the tomb which follows includes
inscriptions on the tomb (in bold) , information from Greenwood Cemetery
records (in parentheses), and information from the records of the Society.
Vault# 1:

Melchior Winteler, September 17, 1880, aged 22 days. Son
of M. Winteler. (Native of New Orleans.
Removed to
receptacle vault June 20, 1892.)
Henry C. Winteler, July 17, 1884, aged 1 year, 6 months.
Son of M. Winteler. (Native of New Orleans. Removed to
receptacle vault June 30, 1892.)
Marie Charlotte Millier, October 23, 1892, aged S months,
10 days. (Native of New Orleans. Removed to receptacle vault
July 15, 1913.)

Vault# 2:

Bernard Wieser, November 7, 1880, aged 60 years. (Native
of Breitenbach, Solothum, Switzerland. Removed to receptacle
vault June 20, 1892.)
P. (Pierre) F. Sunier, November 12, 1892 , aged 18 days.
(Native of New Orleans.)
0. (Otto) Aeppli, July 1, 1894, aged 24 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to receptacle vault July 9, 1908.)
Mrs. Louisa Rod, October 27, 1912, aged 76 years. Widow
of Louis Rod. (Native of Ireland.)

Vault# 3:

Maria Fatzer, April 18, 1883, aged 35 years. Wife of John
Patzer. (Native of Germany.)
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John Allemann, October 22, 1895, aged 71 years, 9 months.
(Native of Switzerland. Removed to receptacle vault July 9,
1908.)
Mrs. Mary Allemann, January 9, 1909, aged 75 years.
(Native of New Orleans.)
Vault# 4:

Hartmann Schwarzenbach, November 1, 1885, aged 56
years. (Native of Zurich.)
George H. Grandjean, June 17, 1900, aged 51 years. (Native
of Switzerland.)
Josephine Francine Fremaux Grandjean (Frances
Grandjean), September 4, 1939, aged 87 years. (Native of
Louisiana.) Widow of George H. Grandjean.

Vault# 5:

Barbara Fatzer, June 24, 1881, aged 5 years. Daughter of J.
Fatzer. (Removed to receptacle vault June 30, 1892.)
Sophie Fatzer, May 29, 1882, aged 1 month, 20 days.
Daughter of J. Fatzer.
John Fuchs, May 20, 1896, aged 7 months. (native of
Algiers, Louisiana. Removed to receptacle vault July 15,
1913.)
Jules Vernay, February 23, 1895, aged 4 years, 6 months.
(Native of Louisiana.)

Vault# 6:

J. (Joseph) Kuster, February 28, 1881, aged 40 years. Native
of St. Gallen. (Removed to receptacle vault June 30, 1892.)
John Schleiniger, April 22, 1895, aged 61 years. (Removed
to receptacle vault July 9, 1908.)
Mrs. R. (Elizabeth) Hunziker, July 12, 1914, aged 51 years.
Widow of Rudolph Hunziker. (Native of Louisiana.)

Vault# 7: John Fatzer, April 22, 1883, aged 32 years. (Native of
Thurgau.)
A. (Albert) Enderli, September 1, 1899, aged 63 years.
(Removed to receptacle vault July 9, 1908.)
Henry Ernst, July 13, 1909, aged 57 years. (Native of
Switzerland.)
John Fatzer, February 12, 1937, aged 58 years.
Vault# 8: Theodore Babey (Barbey) , March 13, 1886, aged 53 years.
(Native of Canton Bern.)
Casimir Vernay, September 25, 1902.
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Newborn child of Henry Moecklin, August 17, 1907.
Newborn child of Henry Moecklin, 1909.
Austin Mason Gillespie, June 11, 1969.
Berthe E. Ammen-Debaz, March 31, 1902 - March 19,
1973. (Buried in vault# 4, March 21, 1973.)
Vault# 9:

Anna C. (Cecilea) Bachmann, June 22, 1886, aged 14
months. Daughter of R. Bachmann. (Native of New Orleans. )
Marie Madelaine Muehlemann, March 26, 1930 - March
7, 1936. Daughter of Otto Muehlemann.
Otto Muehlemann, October 1, 1888 - November 3, 1952.

Vault# 10: Albert Boch, January 11, 1888, aged 32 years. (Native of
Biel, Canton Bern.)
R. (Rudolph) Hunziker, February 15, 1901, aged 42 years.
(Removed to receptacle vault July 15, 1913.)
E. (Emile) Qurrer (Ztirrer), June 21, 1916, aged 58 years.
(Native of Switzerland.)
Otto L. Spoerri, January 17, 1868 - September 11, 1942.
Vault# 11: Steph. Dolfini, (Sr.), March 6, 1891, aged 58 years. (Native
of Switzerland.)
J.C. Willy, M.D., April 18, 1903, aged 51 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to lot 19, Tulip Avenue, between Cedar
and Aloe, Greenwood Cemetery August 13, 1903.)
Louis H. Perret, May 29, 1908, aged 67 years. (Native of
Switzerland.)
Robert Brupbacher, April 22, 1888, aged 63 years. (Native
of Wadenswil, Canton Zurich. Removed to own place.)
Vault# 12: Charles E. Seul, May 14, 1883, aged 30 years. Native of
Baselstadt.
Mrs. Louise Barbey, December 1, 1907. Aged 71 years.
(Native of France.)
Jakob Staub, November 26, 1947, aged 85 years.
Vault# 13: Marie Louise Egloff, August 8, 1886, aged 3 months , 21 days.
Daughter of J. Egloff.
Vault# 14: Peter Schneller, 1889, aged 49 years, 8 months. Native of
Vallendas, Graubtinden. (Removed to receptacle vault July 9,
1908.)
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J. J. Bryner, September 22, 1908, aged 61 years. (Native of
Switzerland.)
Louise Adele Muehlemann Spoerri, November 19, 1875 August 4, 1952.
Felix Spoerri, born September 16, 1908, died December 23,
1981. (Buried December 26, 1981.)

Vault# 15: Gaspard Scherer, September 7, 1895, aged 61 years. (Native
of Switzerland. Removed to receptacle vault July 15, 1913.)
Mrs. L. (Adrienne) Rittener, March 12, 1926, aged 63 years.
(Native of Louisiana.)
George Habliitzel, October 30, 1889, aged 39 years. (Native
of Wilchingen, Schaffbausen. Removed to own place.)
Dr. Rudolf Spoerri, August 10, 1906- July 29, 2003.
Vault# 16: John Darms, January 25, 1890, aged 56 years. (Native of
Graubtinden. Removed to receptacle vault July 15, 1913.
Mrs. H. (Barbara M.) Jacober, March 16, 1934, aged 78
years. (Native of Louisiana.)
Emile Dieth, May 6, 1915, aged 54 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to Metairie Cemetery December 10,
1915.)
Vault# 17: Berthe Rittener, June 1, 1890, aged 6 months. Daughter of
Louis Rittener.
Vault# 18: Martin Wyss, November 3, 1890, aged 33 years. (Removed
to receptacle vault July 9, 1908.)
Mrs. E. Brunner, December 12, 1910, aged 88 years.
Vault# 19: Daniel Darms, March 28, 1891, aged 51 years. (Native of
Switzerland.)
Louis Rittener, July 23, 1934, aged 81 years. (Native of
Switzerland.)
Charles Alfred Dally, December 31, 1949, aged 69 years.
Fanny K. Dally, July 28, 1958, aged 80 years. Widow of
Charles A. Dally.
Vault# 20: Mrs. John (Katherine) Darms, March 15, 1890, aged 46
years. (Native of Alsace. Removed to receptacle vault July 15,
1913.)
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Henry Jacober, February 18, 1923, aged 73 years. (Native
of Switzerland.)
Vault# 21: Conrad Fatzer, June 12, 1891, aged 30 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Brought from Charity Hospital Cemetery.)
Vault# 22: Henry Oettli, May 27, 1891, aged 41 years, 11 months.
(Native of New Orleans. Removed to receptacle vault July 9,
1908.)
Mrs. Constance Perret nee Vallet, September 3, 1911, aged
67 years. Wife of L. H. Perret. (Native of Louisiana.)
Vault# 23: J. A. Erath, December 2, 1891, aged 55 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to receptacle vault July 15, 1913.)
F. V. De Coppet, November 15, 1916, aged 75 years. (Native
of Switzerland.)
Marie L. Millier Blattmann, January, 1884 - October, 1956.
Ernest (Emile) Blattmann, April, 1884 - February, 1971.
Vault# 24: Antony Vogel, July 15, 1892, aged 44 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed 1901.)
Mrs. Louise Steffan, April 18, 1907, aged 64 years. (Native
of Switzerland.)
Christian Maurer, February 19, 1940, aged 71 years.
(Native of Switzerland.)

Otto L. Muggli, born March 31, 1915, died June 11, 1999.
Vault A:
Vaults B, C, D, and E have no inscriptions.
Werner Ernest Blattmann, October 27, 1914-October 11,
Vault F:
1989, Mizpah.
Margaret Drown Blattmann, March 8, 1914 - August 12,
2003.
Receptacle Vault:
The Following persons were originally buried in the Swiss Society lots
(old burial place) in Greenwood Cemetery and were moved to the
receptacle vault of the new tomb on December 22, 1893. These burials are
recorded in the Greenwood Cemetery records:
Louis Rod, died October 5, 1872, aged 39 years.
Alexander de Brunner, died June 28, 1875, aged 27 years.
Elizabeth Fatzer, died November 22, 1877, aged 2 months.
Bertha Marugg, died August 3, 1878, aged 8 months.
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M. Robert L. Marugg, died August 4, 1878, aged 1 year, 3 months, 29
days.
Fritz Holtzer, died August 27, 1878, aged 13 years.
Catherina Wattenhoffer, died September 10, 1878, aged 24 years, 9
months.
Emma Eliza Naef, died October 3, 1878, aged 23 years.
Jacob Zobrist (alias Fischer), died August 6, 1879, aged 33 years.
The diagram of the former burial place of the Society shows the
following burials. The Society "Liste d'Enterrements dans le nouveau
tombeau" also notes the burials in this old burial place of Christine Stucky,
Mina Danegger, and Otto Steffan. Information added by Greenwood
Cemetery records is in parentheses.
Louis Rod, October 5, 1872, aged 39. (Removed to new tomb
receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
Elizabeth Patzer, November 27, 1874, aged 3 months. (Native of New
Orleans.)
Alexander de Brunner, June 28, 1875, aged 27 years. (Native of
Switzerland.) Removed to new tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
William Zweifel, June 31, 1877, aged 38 years. (Native of Switzerland.
Removed to lot 57, Cypress Avenue between Hawthorn and Cedar,
Greenwood Cemetery August 22, 1887.)
J. (John) F. Dilger, October 31, 1877, aged 63 years. (Removed to
Cypress Grove Cemetery Number Two December 22, 1893.)
Bertha Marugg, August 3, 1878, aged 8 months. (Removed to new
tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
M. Robert L. Marugg, August 4, 1878, aged 1 year, 3 months, 29 days.
(Removed to new tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
Catherine Holzer, August 22, 1878, aged 57 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to Masonic Cemetery December 22, 1893.)
Catherina Wattenhoffer, September 10, 1878, aged 24 years, 9 months.
(Native of Germany. Removed to new tomb receptacle vault December 22,
1893.)
Emma Eliza Naef, October 3, 1878, aged 23 years. (Native of
Switzerland. Removed to new tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
Jakob Zobrist (alias Fischer), August 6, 1879, aged 33 years. (Removed
to new tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.)
Christine Stucky, December 19, 1886, aged 42 years. Wife of Fred
Stucky. (Removed to lot 23, Live Oak A venue between Cedar and Aloe,
Greenwood Cemetery, December 16, 1893.)
Mina Danegger, June 1, 1887, aged 32 years. Wife of Emile DAnegger.
(Native of Germany.)
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Otto Steffan, April 2, 1888, aged 48 years. Native of Wadenswil,
Zurich. (Removed to Cypress Grove Cemetery Number Two December 22,
1893.)
George Darms, aged 7 years, 2 months.
Bertha Boehm
The following additional burials in the old Swiss Society lots are recorded
in the Greenwood Cemetery records:
Stillborn infant of J. Scharrar, September 11, 1873.
Eulia Darms, November 23, 1873, aged 9 months. Native of
Switzerland.
Unnamed child of Joseph Marugg, February 2, 1875.
Female child of Daniel Darms, March 29, 1875, aged 14 days.
Child of Barbara and Daniel Darms, June 6, 1877.
Bartholomey Zweiffel, July 31, 1877, aged 38 years. Native of
Switzerland. Removed to lot 57 Cypress A venue between Hawthorn and
Cedar, Greenwood Cemetery.
Selina Hoehn, October 17, 1877, aged 36 years. Native of Switzerland.
Elizabeth Fatzer, November 22, 1877, aged 2 months. Removed to new
tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.
Fritz Holtzer, august 27, 1878, aged 13 years. Native of Switzerland.
Removed to new tomb receptacle vault December 22, 1893.
Anna Fahrner, October 11, 1878, aged 26 years. Native of Switzerland.
Mary Fatzer, October 21, 1878, aged 3 and a half years.
Emile Fatzer, December 30, 1879, aged 7 days. Native of New Orleans.
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Leo Schelbert. Historical Dictionary of Switzerland. Historical Dictionaries
of Europe, No. 53. Lanham, Maryland: The Scarecrow Press, 2007.
In his Philosophical Dictionary (1764),
Voltaire wrote, "Happy Helvetia! To what charter
do you owe your liberty? To your courage, to
your resolution, to your mountains ... Why is
liberty so rare? Because it is the chiefest [sic]
good. " 3 Voltaire, clearly, knew about Switzerland,
its politics and culture, and he is neither the first
nor the last to see Switzerland as an exemplar.
Voltaire , a Frenchman, is, of course, not
mentioned in the work reviewed here, but another
Enlightenment figure, known to Voltaire and us,
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, is. In fact, we learn that
he was born in Geneva, was apprenticed there to an engraver, and not until
an adult did he move to Paris. Later in life he again spent years of exile, so
to speak, in his native land. We further learn that apart from his works on
philosophy, Rousseau also wrote on music and botany. Voltaire and
Rousseau indicate that the area we today call Switzerland played an integral
part in the history of Europe during the time of the Enlightenment, and it
has done so since before its earliest days as a medieval state, just as it
continues to do to this day. Unfortunately, it seems that on this side of the
Atlantic we tend to think of Europe as consisting of just the big three or
four: i.e. the United Kingdom, France, Germany, and perhaps Italy.
The Swiss, in Schelbert's view," ... have been and remain significantly
involved in European as well as global affairs." 4 Indeed, Jon Woronoff,
editor of the series, wrote about Switzerland in the "Editor's Foreword"
that, " .. .it is definitely a place one should know more about." 5 Moreover,
many of the volumes in this series of historical dictionaries have clearly
taken on this task of delineating the histories of European nations less
familiar to us. For example, number 52 is the second edition of Moldavia
and number 33 is about Denmark. It should be noted that, while Schelbert
is a lifelong scholar, this dictionary is not written just for scholars. Indeed,
3

"Helvetia
Schelbert , xii.
5
Ibid ., ix.

4
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Schelbert states that he wrote for, in his words, " ... descendants of Swiss
abroad, and ... persons in business, journalism, or diplomacy who are
looking for some compact data bout Switzerland from a historical
perspective." 6
To assist the reader, this work contains much useful information i
addition to what is in the dictionary part itself. Besides the "Foreword" anc
"Preface," the front matter includes four maps, an 18 page "Chronology ''
of Swiss history, and an even longer introductory essay giving a sketch o1
modem Switzerland, its history and culture. All of this occupies somf
eighty pages. After the dictionary section, the volume concludes with ari
additional 117 pages of useful appendices and an extensive bibliography.
The "Chronology" is organized by era, beginning with 130,000 BCE
and the oldest evidence of human habitation in the Alpine regions. The very
last entry records that in September of 2006, "67.7 percent of the Swiss
voters accepted a controversial asylum law, with a 48.2 percent voter
tumout." 7 In between are listed key events of the intervening years. We
read, for example, that the Romans built the first road across the Gotthard
Pass in 47 CD, and by 401 they had pulled their legions south of the Alps
leaving the Gallo-Romans to fend for themselves as various peoples from
the north and east slowly moved into the area. Christianity came to
dominate the region in the sixth century and in the Reformation split Swiss
society, beginning in 1523 with Huldrych Zwingli's work and the reactions
to it. Already in 1291, as most with even a vague awareness of Swiss
history will know, the three year league of Uri and Schwyz and
Unterwalden began the process that would lead to the formation of modem
Switzerland. Of course, as the chronology indicates, it required a great deal
of politics, many treaties and wars between 1291 and the twenty-six day
Sonderbund civil war in 1847 to establish the state we know as Switzerland.
While the country avoided fighting a war after 1847, and is now known for
its stand of neutrality in international relations, both internal and
international politics have continued to this day. One might mention here
that in the twentieth century, World War II probably presented the most
difficult challenges to the people and government of Switzerland. The main
dates are mentioned in the chronology and the introduction devotes almost
two pages to the war, but for the full story one must go to other works, for
example Switzerland under Siege 1939-1945 (2000) edited by Schelbert.
When one thinks of Switzerland, the Alps, banks, direct democracy, and
William Tell are what most often leap to mind. This incomplete picture is
succinctly filled in and corrected by the introductory essay. To be sure the
Alps dominate the landscape, but most Swiss live and work in the valleys.
The service industries, especially banking and tourism, are replacing
6
7

Ibid., xi.
Ibid., xxxvii.
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manufacturing and agriculture as the dominant economic sector, and the
Swiss are becoming increasingly urban. After the Second World War, the
Swiss established the kind of welfare-state common in Western Europe,
with the income support which that system provides now going to the socalled working poor, especially single mothers, and others working in the
service sector. It is no longer accurate to describe the Swiss political system
as a direct democracy, but political power remains based on the communes.
Representative assemblies play an increasing role as the population grows,
but plebiscites remain important and local autonomy persists, and in some
locales direct democracy continues. Given the nature of this book, it is not
surprising that the section on history is the longest. Here Schelbert has
constructed a narrative that largely expands on the terse list of events in the
chronology. However, we must wait for the entry on William Tell in the
dictionary part to learn that he was most likely a mythical figure, even if his
story still exerts significant influence in the Swiss sense of identity.
The dictionary, indeed, includes an entry on William Tell and much
else besides. In the "Preface" Schelbert writes that, " ... the biographical
entries ... focus on people whose activities reached beyond national
boundaries." 8 While not mentioned in this work, the William Tell story
certainly reached far beyond Switzerland. It inspired Schiller's famous play
which in tum inspired Rossini's opera (1829), of which the overture is
especially well known, and there was an earlier opera by Andre Gretry
(1791). Moreover, an astonishing number of American children know the
story of William Tell's arrow hitting the apple on his son's head. This is
not, however, a biographical dictionary, and the persons chosen to be
included, or not, can at times seem arbitrary. For example, those who do not
know Professor Schelbert might wonder why Mari Sandoz would be
included. On the other hand, few would ask why others like Paracelsus (he
was born in the canton Schwyz), Ernest Bloch, Zwingli, or Rousseau for
that matter, are included. In any event it is clear that most of the choices
were guided by the book's intended audience, and on the whole the
selections make sense, at least to this writer.
The core of the dictionary is formed by, as Schelbert writes, "Sketches
of the 26 cantons and their capitals." 9 These and the other geographical
entries are all in the well established format of a gazetteer. A format, one
might mention, old enough to be famously lampooned by H. Heinz in Die
Harzreise (1826), wherein he described Gottingen as famous for its
sausages and university, as having 999 fireplaces and various other
institutions including a "Ratskeller, wo das Bier sehr gut ist." 10 Schelbert
has, however, done his work carefully and never exhibits the pedantry to
8

Ibid. , xi.
Ibid.
10
Heinrich Heine , Die Har zreise (Stuttgart , Germany: Reclam, 1984), 5.
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which Heine so objected. In fact, a great deal of the history is included in
these geographical entries. For example, Appenzell, first mentioned in the
documents in 1071, was one canton until 1597, when the Reformation lee
to its division into a Catholic Appenzell-Innerrhoden and a Protestaff
Appenzell-Ausserrhoden. The disputes continued off and on until tht
constitution of 1876 formally separated religion and politics. Catholicisrr
remained the religion of the people in canton Ticino, though since the mic
tenth century they have followed not the Roman but the Milanese rite. Tht
main valley serves as one of the major north south routes which has, ove,
the years, made the canton attractive to various powers , leading to much
conflict in the area. Furthermore Ticino had, until the twentieth century,
remained relatively homogeneous in language and culture and continues to
be the center of italianita. Again and again in these entries we find
references to political and later even national coherence despite these
doctrinal, linguistic and cultural differences. It is undoubtedly this
heterogeneity that has made Switzerland such a beacon to the forces of
liberty and toleration in the rest of the world.
There are other types of entries in this dictionary on a variety of special
topics, including those about major corporations, other institutions and
events. Some of them are worthy of reading for their own sake. The entries
on the "Reformation" and "Religion", for example, are succinct and
incisive. Here Schelbert reminds us how intimately religion and politics
were connected in the past. On the other hand, canton Appenzell was split
in two and did not find the legal basis for separating politics and religion
until 1876, there were wars pitting Swiss, sometimes even in alliance with
outsiders, against Swiss, and yet the country ultimately remained one. We
tend to think of immigration as people moving to the United States and
emigration as people leaving other continents. In two pithy entries ,
"Emigration" and "Immigration," Schelbert effectively places migration
into an historical context. For example, he begins "Emigration" with the
words, "People in regions of present-day Switzerland have been on the
move ever since humans have settled there. Once the nation had been
formed by 1515, its citizens looked for occupational and settlement
opportunities abroad." 11 Nor is migration to Europe just a late twentieth ,
early twenty-first century phenomenon. As the beginning of"Immigration "
reminds us, "Although figures are only sporadically available, newcomers
from abroad have arrived in regions of present-day Switzerland since the
15th century." 12 There are many other entries that all deserve special
mention, but let the above suffice.
The volume ends with a number of useful sections. The ten appendices,
all in tabular form, include major place name equivalents in the four official
11
12

Schelbert , 99.
Ibid., 171.
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languages of Switzerland, population statistics, characteristics of each
canton's population, places of origin for immigrants and settlement of
emigrants, and so on. The last and most interesting addendum, however, is
the bibliography. It should be noted that this bibliography is not meant to
indicate the sources for the dictionary; indeed there is no scholarly
apparatus at all, but is rather intended for those who wish to purse any one
topic in more detail. That Schelbert is a scholar shows most clearly here.
The bibliography begins with a table of contents on page 445 and ends on
page 527. It is carefully arranged in sections and subsections, beginning
with a short introductory essay. Then general works like official
administrative websites, lexica and serials are listed, followed by a section
of works about geography, demography, the economy, society, politics and
culture. The fourth, last and, not surprisingly, longest section includes
works on history. While some primary materials in print are included, most
are of a secondary nature, and most are of recent publication. It is
interesting to note that a large majority of the sources listed throughout are
in German, though works in English, French and Italian are also represented
as are a few in Rheto-Romansh. Like the rest of this dictionary this
bibliography is carefully constructed and easy to use.
Schelbert' s Historical Dictionary of Switzerland can certainly be
counted as an eminently useful reference work. It is not, however, just for
" ... descendants of Swiss abroad, and ... persons in business, journalism, or
diplomacy ... ," as Schelbert suggests, though such persons would certainly
find much of interest here. Anyone interested in the history of Europe
would do well to consult works like the dictionary at hand. One cautionary
note is, however, necessary. In this age of the internet it seems odd that we
so often let the computer get in the way of making decent maps, when
computer assisted cartography can do so much. This writer finds, however,
that too often maps in contemporary publications of all kinds are so oversimplified and of such a low resolution as to be nearly useless, if not
misleading. Compare the maps in Karl Baedeker's guide for travelers to
Switzerland from 1909, for instance, with those in the dictionary reviewed
here; the former show what can be done and the latter leave much to be
desired. In addition there are the odd and unavoidable minor, minor errors
here and there. That caveat aside this is clearly a work of a dedicated and
knowledgeable writer, a work of love even, and well worth using and even
acquiring.
Christian D. N¢kkentved, Ph.D.
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
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My Trip to Helvetia, West Virginia
Rosa Schupbach

At the invitation of Jim Favri, a member of our Society, I had the
opportunity last June to visit Helvetia in West Virginia, which was founded
in 1869 by a small group of immigrants to the United States, most of them
of Swiss origin. David Sutton's book, One's Own Hearth is Like Gold, a
History of Helvetia, West Virginia, published by our Society in 1990,
describes how these people traveled from Brooklyn, New York, to this
isolated area in the Appalachian mountains to establish a new life under
very difficult conditions, an area which then was still virgin forest. Some of
the original cabins still stand, although a few were enlarged and equipped
with modern conveniences, but one can still notice some of the features of
the original buildings. The descendants of Helvetia-I met quite a number
of them-do not speak the Swiss German dialect any more but still manage
to hold on to many of the original Swiss customs. For our visit, they had
organized a special musical evening with singing and yodeling.
There is a comfortable inn for an overnight stay and a restaurant called
"Hutte" run by one of the descendants of the original Swiss settlers, Eleanor
Fahrner Mailloux. She serves delicious food, and on Sundays she even
offers a traditional Berner Platte! Thanks to Jim, during the three days I
spent in Helvetia I was also able to see much of the surrounding area. A
short drive away is the Holly River State Park where one can visit a restored
one-room schoolhouse used by the children of the early settlers. To preserve
the schoolhouse, it was relocated to the park from an isolated location
where eventually it would have fallen into ruins. It is still equipped with
original desks for the children and an old blackboard. On the blackboard
were numbers written in German, but some of the words were spelled
incorrectly. With permission from the attendant, I had great fun correcting
some of the German spelling.
We also visited the local Public Library which is well set up with
computers and a knowledgeable librarian. I recently sent a package of SAHS
Reviews to the library and another package of Reviews to the Hutte
restaurant. Many tourists who are interested in things Swiss and this
extraordinary settlement pass through Helvetia and stop at the restaurant.
Some may be interested to read about the Swiss American Historical
Society.
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There is also a small museum displaying some of the objects that the
original settlers had brought from Switzerland and later used in Helvetia.
There is also a small cemetery where you can read on the tombstones the
Swiss names of some of the original settlers. It was all quite moving.
To get to Helvetia you can fly to Pittsburgh and from there drive by car
to Helvetia. I flew to Cleveland, Ohio, stopping overnight in Medina where
I had the pleasure of meeting Annelise Lefos, also one of our members who
lives there. The next day Jim and I drove to Granville, Ohio, where we had
a delightful lunch with Donald and Doris Tritt in an old inn.
Helvetia's website www.helvetiawv.com also gives you information.
Although it is quite a trip to get to Helvetia, I highly recommend it. It is
really worth it!
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FORTY-FIFTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING

1. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS - AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Wa shington D.C .
You are cordially invited to attend the

FORTY-FIFTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Arch Street Friends (Quakers) Meeting House
Fourth and Arch Streets
Philadelphia, PA 19106
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2008
PROGRAM

9:00 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering ; Coffee , Roll s

9:30 a.m.

Busine ss Meeting

Noon

Luncheon , in-house

1:30 p.m.

Dr. Richard J. Castor
"The Suffering and Solution to a Socially Stymied
Swis s Family - 1710"

2:30 p.m.

Break , Coffee

2:45 p.m.

Marianne Burkhard OSB
"A Weaver in Moscow - A Benefactor in Ba selLand: Heinrich Hand schin 1839-1894"

4:00-4:30

Departure
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FORTY-FIFTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 11, 2008, Philadelphia, PA
AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 44 th Annual Meeting of Oct.6, 2007
3. President 's Report: Hein z B. Bachmann
4. Elections: Vice President, Switzerland Rosa Schupbach
Board of Advisors, Class of 2008-2011
5. Membership Report: Ernest Thurston
6. Treasurer 's Report: GionMatthias Schelbert
7. Publications: Profs. H. Dwight Page, Jurg Siegenthaler
8. Report on SAHS-Switzerland: Fred Jenny
9. Long term outlook: see attachment
0. Proposed Budget for 2009: Hein z B. Bachmann
11. New Business
12. Next Annual Meeting
13. Adjournment
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2. Reports
A. Minutes of the Forty-Fifth Business Meeting of the Swiss America1
Historical Society
Philadelphia, PA, October 11, 2008
1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Heinz Bachmann. He
welcomed those present including Daniel Haener, Deputy Consul General
from the Swiss Consulate General in New York. Mr. Haener confirmed that
the Swiss Roots project was still going on albeit on a modified basis.

2. The Minutes of last year's Annual Meeting were approved unanimously.
3. President's Report.
Heinz Bachmann acknowledged the generous contributions of several
members of $1000 to $4000 each including Barbara Keller of Zurich, a
member of many years who retired for reasons of health and age, the Paroz
family, Margot Durrer Ammann and Lewis Rohrbach. With regrets the
President reported the death of Jacques Schoch, one of the longest standing
members of the Society who, with his wife Simone, had attended the
Society's Annual Meetings for many years, and the deaths of Roger
Jeanloz, Rob Mueller and Albert Uster. The customary moment of silence
was observed.
The major events of the year were the two new-book-launches of the
Otto Wyss book Postmaster in Klau. Even with the help of dedicated
members like Donald Tritt in Ohio and Ji.irg Siegenthaler in California, last
years' book-launches showed that without a well-established local partner
like the extended Wyss family, such book-launches are unlikely to further
the interests of our Society or attract new members. Another attempt to
attract new members at the Annual Meeting of the American Historical
Society in early January in Washington DC was also unsuccessful.
This year the Society published no new books. Planned publication of
the book "The Way of Life of the Amish in Bern, Indiana" slipped out of
the FY as a result of repeated difficulties which prompted Lewis Rohrach,
the SAHS publisher, to suggest changes in publishing strategies. These
suggestions will be discussed as item H of today's agenda. The difficulties
were a major reason for the resignation of Ji.irg Siegenthaler as editor and
Lewis Rohrbach as a member of the Society's Editorial Board. In the
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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interim, Leo Schelbert has agreed to resume the position of Editor. Despite
these difficulties Society members received a free book, a short biography
of Albert Galatin by former Ambassador Benedict von Tscharner,
Chairman of the Foundation for the History of the Swiss Abroad, at a cost
to the Society of less than $5 per copy.
Two issues of the SAHS Review were prepared by H. Dwight Page and
a third by Leo Schelbert the latter devoted to the life of Iris von Roten, a
prominent feminist in Switzerland in the 1950s.
Request for financial assistance. At the last Annual Meeting the
membership approved a grant of $1000 as seed money to the project of
establishing a Swiss Nationality Room at the University of Pittsburgh. The
Swiss Nationality Room Committee has now asked for additional funding.
After discussion the membership voted unanimously against the request.
A second request came from the family von Graffenried, the organizers
of the 300 Year Celebration of the Founding of New Bern, North Carolina.
An exhibition is planned in Switzerland for 2009, to be moved to New Bern
in 2010. Heinz Bachmann recommended that a $1000 grant be allocated.
After discussion the meeting approved such a grant. The SAHS will be
listed as one of the donors. Given the great importance of this founding for
the history of Swiss immigration to the United States, the June 2009 issue
of the SAHS Review will be dedicated entirely to this subject. The meeting
agreed furthermore that 200 copies of this issue be given for free to the
organizers. The organizers themselves plan to buy 1,000 additional copies
from Picton Press at no cost to the Society. The feasibility of organizing a
SAHS meeting in New Bern in 2010 was also discussed and tentatively
approved, preferably in the form of a Special Meeting not an Annual
Meeting.
The SAHS received several requests for information on genealogy
which were referred to L. B. Rohrbach, Guide to Swiss Genealogical
Research, to other experts in genealogy and to the Swiss Roots website.
An unusual request came from the great-great-grandson of a Swiss who
had immigrated to Michigan from the Canton of Valais. The grandson had
found numerous letters and documents written in French in his ancestor's
barn and had put them on a CD although he speaks no French. During the
ensuing discussion it was pointed out that these documents may be
important enough for an entire issue of the Review, or even a book as very
little information is available about immigration from the Valais.
Gonzenbach and Paraz Prize. It was proposed that the Paraz Price for
$1000 be given to Ms. Marlene Groves of Picton Press in recognition of her
untiring efforts on behalf of the SAHS. After a motion this proposal was
accepted unanimously.
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Miscellaneous. This past summer Fred Jenny had organized a
successful reunion of the SAHS Swiss Chapter at the headquarters of the
Foundation for the History of the Swiss Abroad in Geneva that Heinz and
Ilse Bachmann attended.
Heinz Bachmann also reported that the Board of Directors had a very
productive get-together on the eve of the Annual Meeting. As Board
members are widely dispersed throughout the US and Switzerland such
meetings provide the only opportunity to discuss common issues and
concerns. Heinz Bachmann expressed the hope that these meetings become
an official, standard procedure.
Donal Tritt briefly reported that the planned creation of a Lesquereux
archive is progressing slowly, but conditions for disbursing the SAHS grant
were not yet fulfilled.
Before concluding Heinz Bachmann thanked each member of the Board
for her and his hard work to keep the Society alive and healthy. He also
thanked Leo Schelbert for his untiring dedication to the Society.
4. Elections.
Concerning the Board, only the office of Vice President (Switzerland :
needed to be filled. Fred Jenny, who has been serving since October 200:
was re-elected unanimously for another 3 year term.
A new Class of the Board of Advisors for 2008-2011 was electec
unanimously with four incumbents and Leo Schelbert replacing Lewi~
Rohrbach who did not want to be re-nominated. The members are:
Karl Niederer
Franz Partmann
Elsbeth Reimann
Leo Schelbert
Paula Sherman
5. Membership Report
In the absence of Ernest Thurston, Heinz Bachmann presented the
Membership Report. He announced that the Society has currently 251
members, i.e. six more or a 2% increase than last year. Five more, who
joined shortly before the end of the FY are not yet included in this total.
Including these newcomers, the losses from the last two years have been
recouped. There were also two new life memberships, i.e. Dr. Konrad
Basler (Switzerland) and Fred Gillespie (NJ).
While the situation has improved somewhat it remains very shaky.
Even though the new enrolment of 21 was indeed very high, much was due
to special circumstances not likely to repeat themselves (Otto Wyss
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descendants, Switzerland catch-up). Four new members were gained just in
the small town of Paso Robles; will they last? The Society must recognize
that a lot of new members disappear within 10 years. Hence, there still is an
urgent need for all of our members to recruit new adherents through
personal contacts.
A discussion followed about the usefulness of regional meetings, as in
the past such meetings had not brought in many new members. To create a
wider exposure for the Society, other venues were mentioned such as those
suggested in the book "Gorilla Marketing". Marianne Burkhard stressed the
importance of publications and praised the work that a small society like
ours has accomplished over the last 40 years. The possibility of an Annual
Meeting in New Bern was also discussed but preference was given to a
Regional Meeting.
A detailed membership report and table are presented after the Minutes.

6. Treasurer's Report
In the absence of the Treasurer, GionMatthias Schelbert, Heinz
Bachmann presented the Treasurer's Report. The good news is that the
Society has suffered relatively little from the Wall Street downturn so far,
due in large part to the decision made at last year's Annual Meeting, when
the Treasurer suggested that a substantial part of the Society's assets be
moved from the Vanguard STAR FUND to fixed income accounts. On
Sept. 30, the Society ' s net assets amounted to about $72,500, with the Swiss
Chapter holding an additional nearly $11,000 in its postal checking account.
A discussion followed about the present monetary structure and the
advisability of moving some funds back to the Vanguard Fund.
The bad news is that Heinz Bachmann was unable to submit a detailed
Profit and Loss Account. The draft he had received shortly before the
Annual Meeting included large discrepancies, possibly due to double
counting of some expenditures. Additional details are presented after the
Minutes.
The meeting decided to approve the preliminary accounts with the
proviso that the discrepancies be resolved and the final accounts be
published in the February 2009 issue of the SAHS Review.
7. Publications
In the absence of Jtirg Siegenthaler Leo Schelbert proposed as the next
publication a book on Arnold Guyot, the Neuchatel born natural scientist/
geographer and one-time professor at Princeton. It is being prepared by
Professor Philip K. Wilson at Pennsylvania State University specifically for
publication by SAHS. The text is unlikely to be ready for publication before
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the end of this FY and no provisions were made for this project in the 20082009 budget.
H. Dwight Page reported that he is now working for Bryan College
which is increasing its French Studies. French scholarships are available for
deserving students. He presented his plans for future Reviews, including
articles about the battle of Morgarten and the South Carolina and New
Orleans areas.
8. Report on SAHS Switzerland
Fred Jenny pointed out that the Swiss Chapter has now 50 members,
that all dues have been paid for 2007-2008 and that he is continuing his
efforts to attract new members. A meeting was held last July at the Musee
de Penthes in Geneva which houses the Foundation of the History of the
Swiss Abroad. The audience, including Heinz and Ilse Bachmann, took part
in a tour of the Museum followed by a luncheon on the premises. The next
membership meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 24, 2009 in Zurich.
9. Long term outlook for the Society
Due to his frustrations with the preparation of the Bachmann-Geiser book
and based on his long experience in dealing with historical/genealogical
societies Lewis Rohrbach made seven suggestions on how SAHS could
reduce its operating costs. They are presented in agenda item H after the
Minutes.
During the lively discussion that followed, it was pointed out that the
Society's cost structure is fundamentally different from that of the old
established professional associations operated by a costly staff and incurring
high fixed costs. The SAHS is run entirely by volunteers with no fixed
costs. Relating to the suggestion to publish on CDs only, Leo Schelbert
pointed out that after 10 years floppy discs can no longer be read and that
the past can only be kept alive through the printed word. To lower expenses,
some historical societies have started sending books to interested members
only. However, a minimum of 300 copies is needed for a publisher to accept
a printing assignment. Even with the present system the Society hardly
reaches this threshold. (A very important reason for SAHS to make every
effort to recruit more members so as to prevent membership from declining
below this limit.) Finally, at the moment there is no compelling financial
pressure to reduce services at any costs. If managed prudently reserves,
while declining, are sufficient to maintain operations at about the present
level for the foreseeable future.
After a lengthy discussion no formal decisions were taken. However,
a fairly strong consensus emerged against proposals one and five i.e. to
immediately replace the printing of books and Reviews by CDs and a
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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website respectively. It was somewhat less strong against proposal two i.e.
to distribute books only to members asking specifically for a copy. The
four other suggestions, only briefly discussed, raised little objections.
10. Proposed 2008-2009 Budget.
Heinz Bachmann presented the proposed budget for 2008-2009 as
detailed after the Minutes. The proposal was approved unanimously.

11. New Business.
Rosa Schupbach briefly reported on her recent visit to Helvetia, WV,
a settlement established by Swiss immigrants in 1869. In his book, "One's
Own Hearth is Like Gold, A History of Helvetia, West Virginia", published
by the SAHS in 1990, David Sutton, a descendant of one of the early
settlers and SAHS member, describes the immigrants' heroic struggles to
establish a new life in the wild Appalachians. A visit is highly
recommended.
12. Annual Meeting.
The next Annual meeting will be held on Saturday, October 10, 2009
in New York City.
13. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 12: 10 PM.
Submitted by Rosa Schupbach, Recording Secretary
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B. President's Report
Welcome to the 45 th Annual Meeting of the Swiss-American Historical
Society. It is always a special pleasure to meet in Philadelphia at this
beautiful, old Arch Street Meeting House. As some of you might remember
three years ago Ambassador Loretan gave us an exciting report about the
up-coming "Roots" project; since then the project has largely run its course;
it still exists, but things have calmed down a bit.
Thanks and gratitude to a number of generous donors who have supported
our Society with special contributions, including Ms. Barbara Keller from
Zurich who after a long membership decided to give up membership for
health and age reasons; the Paroz family that once again made a substantial
contribution to their earlier endowment; as well as Margot Durrer Amman
and Lewis Rohrbach who contributed generously to a scheme allowing the
Bachmann-Geisers, authors of the Amish in Indiana book, to pre-pay the
translator of the book without using Society funds.
Report on four deaths among our membership. The longest standing
member was Jacques Schoch. He and his wife Simone had joined the
Society in 1965, part of the first group of new members joining after the
resurrection. Both were active until recently, participating in most Annual
Meetings. As of today, in addition to Mme. Schoch only one other member
of that group figures still on the Society list, Hedi Moore; Roger Jeanloz
was a member of the classs of 1966, Rob Muller had joined in 1988 and
Albert Uster in 1997. Let's observe the customary moment of silence in
honor of the four deceased.
Among last year's activities the first major events were the two new-booklaunches of the Otto Wyss book Postmaster in Klau. They have been
described in some detail in the February issue of the SAHS Review and I
won't repeat what had been said there expect to emphasize again the three
key lessons learned:
(i) as both Donald Tritt and Jtirg Siegenthaler found out with the
Lesquereux book in Columbus, Ohio and the Wyss book in California,
organizing new-book-launches is extremely time-consuming and a
heavy burden for the responsible Society officers;
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(ii) without a dedicated, strong, and well-known local partner [like the
extended Wyss family] they are unlikely to achieve the desired results
concerning recruitment of new members, book sales, and general
publicity for the Society. Even an active support from a Consulate
General or a local historical society won't do the trick;
(iii) the books' content has to be suitable. A strong local focus is
essential, as was the case for the Wyss book; forget about defused,
word-wide scientific prominence as in the case of Lesquereux.
Conclusion: as attractive as they may appear at first glance, new-booklaunches are likely to remain an exception rather than the rule for the
Society's future publications and are not likely to play a mayor role in
future membership recruitment efforts.
In another attempt to recruit new members, Jtirg Siegenthaler and I put
up a fairly large stand at the Annual Meeting of the American Historical
Society in Washington in early January. Result: zero. While quite a few
people dropped by they mostly wanted to reminisce about their recent
vacation in Switzerland and the good time they had there.

Book publishing: The Society published no books last year. The last book
the Otto Wyss book was published shortly before the beginning of the year;
the next The Way of Life of the Amish in Bern, Indiana is scheduled to come
out soon after the beginning of this year. Publication of the latter, seemingly
a straight-forward, routine operation was beset with problems from the
beginning; as soon as one was solved two new ones would crop up. Among
others, this triggered the soul-searching effort about future book publishing
strategies by our publisher, Lewis Rohrbach that will be discussed as
agenda item H. The unusually large amount of time spent on rather
unpleasant discussions and haggling of all kinds was a major reason for
Jtirg Siegenthaler to resign as book editor once this project is completed. It
also led Lewis Rohrbach to resign from the Society's Editorial Board. As
an interim measure, Leo Schelbert has agreed to act once again as the
Society's book editor.
Even though the Society has not published a book last year, members
still received a free book, a short biography of Albert Gallatin by
Ambassador Benedict von Tscharner. Thanks to Fred Jenny's close contacts
with the ambassador the book was offered to the Society at less than $5 a
copy or half the Swiss price. We felt this was a very good deal for our
members.
As has become a tradition for the SAHS's Review two issues were
prepared by Prof. Dwight Page in his usual competent way presenting some
SAHS classics such as The Planting of New Bilten WI but also a very
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interesting analysis of the link between the black death epidemic and the
persecution of Jews in Switzerland in the mid 14th century. The third,
prepared by Leo Schelbert was devoted entirely to the feminist movement
in Switzerland, focusing specifically on the life and writings of Iris von
Roten, a very active and controversial fighter for women's equality; she had
lived for a year in the US in the late 1940s.
Next year's program will be presented by Profs. Page and Schelbert under
agenda item F.

The Society has received two requests for financial assistance. As you
might remember at last year's Annual Meeting a grant of $1,000 was
approved to help finance the creation of a Swiss Nationality Room at the
University of Pittsburgh. The Swiss Nationality Room Committee is asking
again for additional funding. Remaining project costs are still estimated at
$250,000 little seems to have been disbursed so far. By last year about
$110,000 had been collected; by now the total has reached $132,000. Given
the magnitude of the remaining gap I am personally skeptical about the
usefulness of a further SAHS contribution.
A second request was received from the family von Graffenried organizers
of the 300 Year Celebrations of the founding of New Bern NC.
Celebrations will start in 2009 in Switzerland with a large exhibition in
Bern. That exhibition will move to New Bern in 2010. The family would
much appreciate a support, even a symbolic one, from SAHS. In addition
it has already been agreed that the June 2009 edition of the SAHS Review
will be devoted entirely to this 300 Year Anniversary.
The usual number of requests for help, mostly on genealogical and related
matters were received. My response has continued to be (i) buy Lewis
Bunker Rohrbach' s Guide to Swiss Genealogical Research; (ii) contact an
expert such as Marylyn Wellauer; (iii) consult the Swiss Roots website.
A rather unusual case has been a request for help to decipher, translate, and
do something with nearly a thousand letters and documents that - and I am
not making this up - the great-great-grandson of the main letter writer/
recipient had found recently in his great grandfather's barn and had put on
a CD. However, since most of the papers are in French he had only the
vaguest idea about their content. Actually they deal with the immigration
of a farming family from the Canton of Valais to Michigan during the
second half of the 18 hundreds. The Society editor had a first quick look at
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the papers to see what could be done; partial publication in book or article
form is a possibility
It is proposed that a Paroz prize in the amount of $1,000 be awarded to Ms.
Marlene Groves of Picton Press in recognition of her untiring efforts on
behalf of our Society. Her active engagement and very pleasant manner
have helped much in making our Society a success.
Before closing let me share two other pieces of information with you:
1st As Fred Jenny will tell you in a moment, this summer he had organized
a 2nd reunion of the Swiss Chapter of our Society in which both Ilse and I
had the pleasure to participate. Held in Geneva at the beautiful headquarters
of the Foundation for the History of the Swiss Abroad it was a great
success; a striking testimony to the revitalization of the Swiss chapter.
2nd Last night the Board of Directors held another pre-Annual Meeting gettogether, the third in a row. Hopefully, this will become an officially
recognized tradition. Being dispersed throughout the entire US and
Switzerland the evening before the Annual Meeting is the only time the
officers can get together to discuss common issues and concerns.

In conclusion, let me thank my co-officers for their dedication and hard
work. As usual, Rosa Schupbach has provided much help and advice,
particularly on everything concerning New York. Jtirg Siegenthaler' shard
work has been mentioned; and this is true also for Dwight, Fred and
GionMatthias. Ernie Thurston worked closely with Fred on establishing
efficient procedures for handling membership issues across the Atlantic.
Among non-officers, Leo Schelbert has continued to be a vital source of
inspiration particularly concerning new projects the Society might become
interested in.
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C. Elections, Nominating Committee Report
By Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson
Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson of the Nominating Committee ,
announced that concerning the Board, only the office of Vice President
(Switzerland) needed to be filled. Fred Jenny, who has been serving since
October 2005 and is eligible for another 3 year term, agreed to be renominated. After motion he was re-elected unanimously.
A new Class of the Board of Advisors for 2008-2011 was elected
unanimously consisting of four incumbents and Leo Schelbert replacing
Lewis Rohrbach who did not want to be re-nominated. The members are:
Karl Niederer
Franz Partmann
Elsbeth Reimann
Leo Schelbert
Paula Sherman
Pro memoriam:
Class of 2006-2009:

Susan Keller
H. Dwight Page
Simone Schoch
David Sutton
Franz von Arx

Class of 2007-2010:

Margrit Ammann Durrer
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Urspeter Schelbert
Donald G. Tritt

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009

79

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 45 [2009], No. 1, Art. 10

2009]

79

Meetings and Reports

D. Membership Report
To:

Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
09/30/2008
From:
Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary
Subject: Annual Membership Report
IN BRIEF: We have 251 current members, a 2% increase over the 245
reported last year at this time. In addition we have already received 5 new
memberships for 2009, which are not included in the totals below.
We welcome two new LIFE members this year, Dr. Konrad Basler
(Switzerland) and Mr. Fred Gillespie USA, and want to thank Dr. Margot
Ammann Durrer, Mr.Gerard Paroz, and Mr. Lewis Rohrbach for their
generous contributions of $1000 to $2000 each, as well as 20 other
members who donated from $25 to $150 more than their annual dues
amount
At last years' annual meeting I was asked to gather e-mail addresses
from our members. I am pleased to report that so far we have gotten
addresses for 101 members, or 40% of our total membership.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type
US/Canada
Switz./Other
Regular ($50/yr.)
120
30
Student ($25/yr.)
0
0
Institution ($75/yr.)
15
4
Life Members
40
6
Complimentary
28
8
48
204

Total
150
0
19

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2007 to 09/30/2009
Members as of 10/01/2007
Plus: New Members Enrolled
Plus: Former Members (not "Current" last year) who have rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members, 09/30/2008
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK ....... ..... ... 1
KY ...... ......... 1
NJ ................ 5
VA ............... 9
LA ............... 4
NV ....... ........ 2
VT ............... 2
CA ........... .. 18
CO ............... 1
MA .............. 3
NY ............. 25
WA .............. 2
CT .. ........... .. 1
MD .............. 8
OH ............. 10
WI ...... ....... 17
ME .............. 1
OR ............... 2
WV .............. 1
DC ............... 6
DE ...... ......... 3
MI ...... .......... 2
PA ........... .... 9
BC, Canada . 1
FL ................ 4
MN .............. 7
RI ................ 1
ON, Canada. 2
GA ............... 1
MO .............. 1
SC ................ 4
QB, Canada . 1
HI ....... ......... 1
MS ............... 1
SD ............... 2
Switzerland 48
IA ................ 2
MT ... ........... 1
TN ............... 4
IL ............... 22
NC .... ........... 6
TX .. ........ .. ... 3
IN ... ..... ........ 3
NH ............... 2
UT ..... .... ...... 2
Comments by Heinz Bachmann:
Let me add a few words to the report submitted by Ernie so as to put his
figures in perspective.
Compared to last year the situation has clearly improved; including the
five already signed up 2009 members the membership drop of 10 during
2006/07 was been more than compensated. However, much of this
improvement is due to favorable circumstances that are not likely to repeat
themselves. Of the 26 new members at least 8 were Otto Wyss descendents.
The huge success of that book is unlikely to repeat itself anytime soon. (By
the way as a result of that success the Society now has four members in the
little town of Paso Robles located in the middle of nowhere half way
between San Francisco and Los Angeles. Are they going to stay once the
nouvaute of one of their forefathers having been immortalized in a book has
faded?) Another 9 were recruited in Switzerland the result of Fred Jenny's
untiring efforts to find new members; that is likely to slow down sooner or
later; Switzerland is just not that large a place. Only 10 of the new recruits
came from the general public in the US. This is quite an improvement
compared to the four who joined the year before but still is way too small
to guarantee the Society's long term survival.
Hence, the urgent need to continue our efforts to recruit more members.
As you may remember, the survey the Society conducted some years ago
indicated clearly that by personal contacts are by far the most effective way
of doing so. Nearly 60% of respondents mentioned that they were
introduced to SAHS this way. Hence, again an urgent appeal to all of our
members to constantly be an active recruiter for our Society in their
daily contacts with family, friends, colleagues, acquaintances, and so on.
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E. Treasurer's Report
By Heinz Bachmann, standing in for GionMatthias Schelbert
There are some good news and some bad news to report.
First the good news: so far the Society has suffered relatively little from
the Wall Street calamities. By Sept. 30, losses had reached about $6,400.
This less than 8 % decline in the value of the Society's total assets is due
largely to the decision made at the Oct. 2006 Annual Meeting, at the
suggestion of our Treasurer, to move a substantial part of the Society's
holdings out of stocks i.e. the Vanguard STAR Fund into more stable, fixed
interest accounts. As a result, the share of ST AR Fund holdings declined
from virtually 100% of total assets until Oct. 2006, to under 55% by now
and our exposure to Wall Street tribulations declined accordingly. In
absolute terms, total net assets declined from about $78,000 at the
beginning of the year to about $72,500 by now. In addition the Society's
chapter in Switzerland holds nearly $ 11,000 worth of SFr. in its postal
checking account, as safe a placement as any in the world. About a third
will be transferred to the US fairly soon to improve the Society's cash flow
over here. Clearly, there is no immediate reason to panic.
Now the bad news: As of today we are not in a position to submit a
detailed Profit and Loss Account for your approval. The first draft received
a few days ago included some fairly large discrepancies that could not be
reconciled on time. Fortunately they are of a harmless nature meaning there
is no money missing - otherwise you would not see me standing here today
calm and collect like this - to the contrary the Society seems to have more
money in the kitty than the Profit and Loss account would suggest. Most
likely there has been a double counting of a major expenditure item. Simply
comparing the opening and closing statements of our banks, the Society
most likely ran a small surplus of about $800 in the US, excluding stockexchange losses. The first draft as received showed a deficit of over $7,000.
Thanks to the very generous donation of nearly $4,500 mentioned before,
the chapter in Switzerland ran a surplus of about $6,200; a bit over half was
transferred to the US.
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Final Accounts
Profit and Loss
Income
301 - Annual Dues
302 - Donations
307 - Life Memberships Paid
308 - Other Income (net)
309 - Interest Income
Total Income
Expense
401 - Annual Meeting
402 - Donations Given
403 - Postage, Stationary, & Admin.
404 - Publications
407 - Other Expenses
408 - Honorariums
Total Expenditures
Vanguard Capital, Loss
Net Income

10,660.00
5,734.55 */
500.00
155.75
806.48
17,856.78

663.52
2,000.00
3,563.44
5,586.25
2,000.00 */
3,200.00
17,013.21
6,384.07
- 5,540.50

*/ excl. $3,000 of contributions to the "Amish" book by a number of
members handled by the Society on their behalf

Balance Sheet
CLOSING BALANCE (as of Oct.l, 2008)
Checking/Savings
101 - First Bank & Trust of Evanston
101.1 - Checking
101.2/3/4 - CDS 01/02/03
102 - Vanguard STAR Fund
Total Checking/Savings
105 - Pre-Paid Expenses
TOT AL ASSETS

1,389.84
31,180.11
39,702.67
72,272.62
167.80
72,440.42

OPENING BALANCE (as of Oct. 1, 2007)

77,980.92

NET CHANGE DURING FY 2007/2008
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- 5,540.50
83

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 45 [2009], No. 1, Art. 10

2009]

83

Meetings and Reports

Swiss-American Historical Society
PRELIMINARY ACCOUNTS 2007 / 2008

ASSETS (as of Oct.I, 2008)
Checking/Savings
101 - First Bank & Trust of Evanston
101.1 - Checking
101.2 - CD 01
101.3 - CD 02
101.4 - CD 03
Total
102 - Vanguard ST AR Fund
Total Checking/Savings
105 - Pre-Paid Expenses

1,389.84
10,028.79
10,643.86
10,507.46
32,569.95
39,702.67
72,272.62
167.80

TOT AL ASSETS

72,440.42

PROFIT AND LOSS (10/1/2007 through 9/30/2008)

SUMMARY
Opening Balance, Oct. 1. 2007 (as published)
Profit and loss on current operations (calculated)
Losses on investments (bank statement)
Closing Balance, Sept. 30, 2008 (bank statement)
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Swiss Chapter, Financial Accounts 2007-2008
(In CHF)

INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
Income
- Membership dues (incl. one Life Membership)
- Donations to cover administrative expenses
- Surplus of Geneva meeting
- Interest postal checking account
- Reimbursement by SAHS US for distribution of
'Galatin ' book
- Total

3,090
55
38
12
130
3,32:

Expenditures
- Administrative Expenditures
Surplus (before transfers to US)

734
2,591

Postfinance Account Closing Balance, October 1, 2008
12,318

Total Holdings
Earmarked and Transitory Funds
Pledge to SAHS U.S.
USD 2,000
Balance of special grants by Swiss Chapter
members for exclusive use in the interest of
the Swiss Chapter
Advance payments of dues 2008-2009
Remainder of a donation to SAHS U.S.
by a member of the Swiss Chapter
One Life membership paid in 2007-2008
to be transferred to SAHS U.S. in 2008-2009
Unencumbered Holdings
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F. Publications
By Profs. H. Dwight Page, Leo Schelbert

In the absence of Jtirg Siegenthaler, Leo Schelbert proposes as the next
planned publication a book on Arnold Guyot, the Neuchatel born natural
scientist and geographer, professor at Princeton for 30 years from 1855
onwards. It is being prepared by Professor Philip K. Wilson, a historian of
science and medicine at Pennsylvania State University, specifically for
publication by the SAHS. As the text is not likely to be ready for
publication before the end of this FY this project has no implications on the
2008-2009 budget and is not included there.
H. Dwight Page reported that he is now working for Bryan College
which is increasing its French Studies. French scholarships are available for
deserving students. For future issues of the SAHS Review articles are
planned about the battle of Morgarten and the South Carolina and New
Orleans areas.
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G. Swiss Chapter, Annual Report
By Fred Jenny, Vice President (Swit zerland)

I am pleased to report that the Swiss Chapter is doing well. At the end
of the SAHS year 2007-2008, it had 48 members - one more than a year
ago - representing 20 percent of total SAHS membership. This Swiss
Chapter membership consists of 6 Life members, 4 Institutional paying
members, 30 Individual members and 8 Complimentary members. One
Individual member decided to become a Life member, and one resigned
effective September 30, 2008. All dues were paid during the SAHS year
2007-2008.
As during the previous SAHS year, I could again convince one
American couple in the United States to join SAHS U.S.A.
With the one resignation just mentioned and three Individual members
joining effective October 1, 2008, the Swiss Chapter starts the new year
with 50 members. Efforts to gain more new members will continue.
15 Swiss Chapter members and three SAHS U.S.A. members including President Heinz Bachmann and his wife Ilse - met on July 20,
2008 at the Musee de Penthes in Geneva. This Museum houses the
Foundation of the History of the Swiss Abroad and is therefore particularly
qualified to cooperate with our Society. Retired Swiss Ambassador
Benedict de Tschamer gave the group an interesting tour through the history
of the Museum and the Museum itself. We then had drinks and lunch plus
a very good time. While the Musee de Penthes recently became a
Complimentary institutional member, Ambassador de Tscharner just joined
as an Individual member. 18 participants were still a modest group in
numbers, but considerably more than eight participants in 2007 in Zurich.
Of course I do hope that even more SAHS members will join this annual
Swiss Chapter event next year.
Ambassador de Tscharner also edited the book 'Albert Gallatin' which
you all received. The SAHS was instrumental in having it translated and
printed in English. As a citizen of Geneva Albert Gallatin, probably the
most famous Swiss in America, was very ably presented.
The next annual Swiss Chapter meeting will take place on Friday, July
24, 2009 in Zurich. I intend to invite again all SAHS members in the United
States.
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A certain cooperation continues with the Swiss American Society Bern.
Just next week, on October 14, the Swiss Chapter members are invited to
their 'Elections U.S.A.' event at the University of Bern.
My Annual Financial Report of the Swiss Chapter for the SAHS year
2007-2008 shows the following main results:
•

•
•
•

•

Dues paid amounted to 3,090 Swiss francs, including the Life
membership dues of one member who changed from Individual
membership.
Administrative expenses were of 734 Swiss francs.
The annual Swiss Chapter event in Geneva ended with a small surplus.
The Swiss Chapter supported SAHS U.S.A. with 3,000 dollars as
budgeted. In addition, the Life membership fee of a new member was
transferred to SAHS U.S.A. Another Life membership fee of a member
who changed from Individual membership is also going to be made
available to SAHS U.S.A.
An outgoing long time member made a final donation of 5,000 Swiss
francs to SAHS U.S.A. Nearly 1,400 dollars were used for SAHS
U.S.A. payments in Switzerland, and approximately 3,000 dollars are
still available to SAHS U.S.A.

For the year 2008-2009, I pledge a budget support of 2,000 dollars.
This is less than during the two previous years when more money was
available because of the retroactive payment of previous dues. The 'reserve'
thus created is now exhausted. During 2008-2009, I expect an income of
dues of about 2,400 Swiss francs and administrative expenses of
approximately 700 Swiss francs. The remaining 1,700 Swiss francs do not
fully cover my pledge. There is also the fact that I credit the full U.S. dues
of Swiss Chapter members changing to Life Membership (so far 2 cases)
and therefore 'lose' those annual dues. At present, 29 percent of the Swiss
Chapter members are Life ( 12 % ) and Complimentary ( 17 % ) members who
do not pay any dues to the Swiss Chapter.
I am also trying to keep the Swiss Chapter's finances in a healthy state
so that we will never need money from SAHS U.S.A. I do hope that you
agree with me on this point.
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H. Long term outlook for SAHS Operations
By Heinz B. Bachmann, President

A quick background before starting the discussion: As I have alluded
to before, the idea to discuss possible changes in the way our Society will
operate in the future is largely an outgrow of the frustration our publisher
and SAHS member Lewis Rohrbach experienced in the course of preparing
the Amish in Indiana book. That not only made him think about this
particular book but more generally about the future of publishing
historical/genealogical books and periodicals like ours. As you might know
·Picton is not only our publisher but also that of a number of other historical
and genealogical societies in the US such as the National Genealogical Soc.,
the New England Historic Genealogical Soc., and the Soc. for the History
of the Germans in Maryland. Hence, Mr. Rohrbach has a wide experience
in this kind of business and what he observed over the last few years was
not pretty: an increasing number of these societies experiencing serious
financial difficulties; two were even forced to sell their headquarters. On the
one hand membership stagnates or even declines and so does interest in
conferences and library visits; on the other hand operating costs increase
rapidly, particularly mailing and labour costs. As this squeeze worsened
these societies had to sharply reduced services to their members: publishing
programs have been cut; automatic free distributions of books have been
discontinued; and more and more publications have been moved to the web,
in line with an increasing shift in consumer preference from traditional
paper/print to electronic means of communication. Based on these
observations Mr. Rohrbach formulated seven proposals for possible policy
changes that could reduce operating cost and help maintain the Society's
long term financial viability in the present hostile environment. They are
listed below:

Book publications
1. All books (Special Publications) are published exclusively on CDs; or
2. Special Publications continue to be published in book form (paperback)
but are no longer automatically mailed out free to all members. To receive
a copy, members would have to request it specifically; eliminating all those
not interested in this particular book. Over seas members could be charged
an extra $5.00 to cover the sharply increased shippi ng costs.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009
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3. Only one Special Publication published per year; except if an outside
party is paying 125% of total cost; excess going into the Permanent
Endowment Fund (see# 7 below).
4. Special Publications standardized in size and format, binding sizes and
types; except if paid for entirely by an outside party (like Ammann Family
Genealogy).
SAHS Review
5. SAHS Review published exclusively on an improved web site. No more
Reviews printed. Might allow moving back to a quarterly schedule at much
reduced cost.

Communications with members
6. All communications with members, including voting, conducted
through the SAHS web site. No more mail contacts.
The above changes might result in a 5-10% drop in membership; however,
the expected cost reductions might be worth the price.

Permanent Endowment Fund (PEF)
7. Establish a Permanent Endowment Fund that would gradually grow
over the years.
- all Life Membership contributions going into PEF
- annual withdrawals limited to:
50% of prior year's PEF net investment income
50% of prior year's PEF capital gains, net of previous four years capital
losses
80% of excess contributions paid by an outside party for a Special
Publication
As a lifelong bookworm I personally hope that our Society can survive
without implementing the most far reaching of the above proposals. Among
others, it has a radically different cost structure than these other large, long
established societies, with no fixed costs and a minimum of administrative
expenditures given our all-volunteer work force. Nevertheless, I fully agree
with Mr. Rohrbach that we do need to start thinking seriously about the
long term future whether we like it or not. Today's discussion should be
seen as a first step in this decision making process.
As you know, a copy of the seven proposals was send-out for comments
together with the Annual Meeting Invitations. Only 16 comments were
received and only few of them addressed all of the seven points. They were
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quite critical of the most radical proposals one and five (3 versus 10 and 6
versus 9 respectively) but fairly supportive or indifferent of most others.
As detailed in the "Minutes" after a long and agitated discussion no
formal decisions were taken.
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I. Proposed Budget for 2008-2009
By Heinz B. Bachmann, President

Income
301 Annual Dues: US
301 Switzerland
302 Donations
303 Annual Meeting Fees
304 Book Sales
306 Vanguard Capital Appreciation
307 Life Membership Paid
309 Interest Income
Total Income
Expenses
401 Annual Meeting 800
402 Donations / Grants
403 Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404 Publication, Review
404 Publication, books
405 Legal & Professional Services
Total Expenses

7,000
2,000
1,000
600
- 2,000
500
700
9,800

2,000
500
5,500
5,000
1,200

- 5,200

Net Result
Additional Notes:
Donations / Grants (402)
Donation to New Bern 300 Year Celebrations
Paraz A ward to Marlene Groves

1,000
1,000

Publication, books (404)
Amish of Berne, Indiana, printing and distribution

5,000

Legal & Professional Services (405)
includes membership drive; advertisements
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J. New Business
Rosa Schupbach reported briefly on her visit last June to Helvetia, West
Virginia, a settlement established originally in 1869 by a group of Swiss
immigrants. In his book , "One 's Own Hearth is Like Gold, A History of
Helvetia, West Virginia", published by the SAHS in 1990, David H. Sutton,
a descendant of one of the early settlers and SAHS member, describes in
great detail the immigrants' heroic struggles to establish a new life in the
wilderness of the Appalachian mountains. A visit is highly recommended,
interesting and instructive and visitors are very cordially received. There is
also interest in receiving copies of the SAHS Review.
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K. Next Annual Meeting, Adjournment
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 10, 2009
in New York.
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SAHS APPLICATION FORM
Name ________________________

_

Address _______________________

_

City ________________________
Phone _____

Fax ____

Email: __________

Dues:

__
__
__
__

_
_
_

Individual $50.00 per year
Institution $75.00 per year
Student $25.00 per year
Life Membership $500.00

Make check payable to: SAHS
Mail this form, with your check to:
Ernest Thurston
Membership Secretary
65 Town Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28804
e-mail: eswisst@bellsouth.net
* Membership in the Swiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Members will receive each year three copies of the extremely interesting
Swiss American Historical Society Review, a personal copy of each book
published by the Society, and an invitation to attend the national meeting
of the Society, held consecutively in Philadelphia, New York and
Washington. At these national meetings members will have the
opportunity to meet fellow Swiss Americans and scholars in the fields of
Swiss and Swiss American History, Political Science , International
Relations, French, German and English Literature, Art, Music, Religion
and Philosophy, and will have the opportunity to establish new
friendships and professional relationships.
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Remembered
by Carol Williams
Looking for an interesting novel about Swiss immigrants?
Here is one about a Swiss family which came to Saxe-Gotha
Township in South Carolina in 1756. The second book in a trilogy, this novel, like the others, is about the blending of cultures
and how these Swiss became American. All of our ancestors
would have had similar experiences. The first book in the trilogy
The Switzers saw the young Swiss couple, Johannes and Madie
Lienhardt, through the encf of the Cherokee War in 1761. The
last book in the trilogy By Wonders and By War ends in 1782.
What about the years in between?
In this book all characters are fictitious although the author
has taken the name of one of the main characters from one of
her own ancestors since, like her namesake, Margaret Allen is a
strong-minded woman.
Margaret meets Rudi after rescuing him from a serious accident. Since he was from below the ''Deadfall Line", where the
German-speakers settled, and she from
above, where the Scots-Irish settled, there was
bound to be trouble with a "Romeo-Juliet" type
of situation.
Read all about this turbulent period and how
these strong-willed people overcame many
hardships.
Order: #1993 Brightness Remembered.
224pp, smyth-sewn, nthocase bound $28.50
postpaid.
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Once you know the name of your ancestor's Gemeinde, where do you find
the pre-1876 church records for that Gemeinde? The solution is in the list
which can be found on our website <www.pictonpress.com>, which includes
the names of all 400 Gemeinden currently in existence (including the eight of
the 400 Gemeinden: Aeschi bei Spiez; Amsoldingen; Frutigen; Guttannen;
Kandergrund; Lenk; Saanen; and Schangnau which have not yet deposited
their Kirchenbiicher with Staatsarchiv des Kantons Bern) plus the names of
those Gemeinden which have been merged out of existence or changed their
names over the past 150 years, and finally, the names of all 173
Kirchgemeinde which include the records of all Bernese Gemeinden.
You should keep in mind that the names of some Swiss communities,
some Gemeinde , and a few Kirchgemeinde have changed over the centuries.
Each of the 173 Kirchgemeinden holds the records of from one to eight
Gemeinden. In many cases the smaller Gemeinden (227 of the 400 in all)
always have their Kirchenbiicher combined with other Gemeinden into the
173 Kirchgemeinden in Canton Bern, so that there are a total of only 173 separate Kirchgemeinde for you to consult when searching for your ancestors
even though there are still 400 Gemeinden in Canton Bern.
In a few Gemeinden some of the records, primarily death records, continue briefly after 1875, and in the case of lists of pastors sometimes long after
1875. In a few cases there are communities (non-Gemeinde today) mentioned
which are included in the Kirchenbiicher, usually because the community no
longer is legally a separate Gemeinde.
In PDF format on CD-ROMs, Windows and Mac compatible. To determine which
Kirchgemeinde CD you would like to order, look at our website
<www.pictonpress.com> for a complete listing. The complete list mentioned above
indicates how many CDs are included for each Kirchgemeinde along with the prices
which are $119.50 for 1, $179.50 for 2, $239.50 for 3, $299.50 for 4 and $359.50 for
5 plus postage and handling .
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